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Early life
˚ Elizabeth Alexandra Mary was born 

at 17 Briton Street, in Mayfair, 
London, on 21 April 1926. Her father 
was Prince Albert, Duke of York (the 
future King George VI) and her mother 
was the Duchess of York (born Lady 
Elizabeth Bowes-Lyon, later Queen 
Elizabeth, and, after her daughter's 
accession to the throne, the Queen 
Mother).



˚Elizabeth was named after her mother, 
while her two middle names are those of 
her paternal great-grandmother, Queen 
Alexandra, and grandmother, Queen 
Mary, respectively. As a child her close 
family knew her as "Lilibet". Her 
grandmother Queen Mary doted on her 
and George V found her very 
entertaining. At 10 years old, the young 
Princess was introduced to a preacher at 
Glamis Castle. 



Heiress presumptive
◦ Princess Elizabeth's only 

sibling was the late Princess 
Margaret, who was born in 
1930. The two young princesses 
were educated at home, under 
the supervision of their mother. 
Their governess was Marion 
Crawford, better known as 
"Crawfie." She studied history 
with C. H. K. Marten, Provost 
of Eton, and also learned 
modern languages; she speaks 
French fluently. 

Education



◦ Elizabeth was thirteen years old 
when World War II broke out, 
and she and her younger sister, 
Princess Margaret, were 
evacuated to Windsor Castle, In 
1940, Princess Elizabeth made 
her first radio broadcast during 
the BBC's Children's Hour, 
addressing other children who 
had been evacuated. When she 
was 13 years old, she first met 
her future husband Prince 
Philip. She fell in love with him 
and began writing to him when 
he was in the Royal Navy.



◦ In 1945, Princess Elizabeth convinced her 
father that she should be allowed to 
contribute directly to the war effort. She 
joined the Women's Auxiliary Territorial 
Service, and was trained as a driver. This 
training was the first time she had been 
taught together with other students. It is 
said that she greatly enjoyed this and that 
this experience led her to send her own 
children to school rather than have them 
educated at home. She was the first, and so 
far only, female member of the royal family 
to actually serve in the armed forces, though 
Queen Victoria was

Military 
career



Marriage◦ Elizabeth married Prince Philip, 
Duke of Edinburgh (born Prince 
Philip of Greece and Denmark) on 
20 November 1947. As a Greek 
royal, Philip is a member of the 
house of 
Schleswig-Holstein-Sonderburg-Glu
cksburg, the Danish royal house and 
a line of the House of Oldenburg. 
The marriage was controversial. 
Philip was Greek Orthodox, with no 
financial resources behind him, and 
had sisters who had married Nazi 
supporters. Elizabeth's mother was 
reported in later biographies to have 
strongly opposed the marriage, even 
referring to Philip as "the Hun".



◦ After their wedding, Philip and Elizabeth took up residence 
at Clarence House, London. At various times between 1946 
and 1953, the Duke of Edinburgh was stationed in Malta as 
a serving Royal Navy officer. Princess Elizabeth stayed there 
when visiting Philip in Malta. Philip and Elizabeth lived in 
Malta for a period between 1949 and 1951 (Malta being the 
only other country in which the Queen has lived, although at 
that time Malta was a British Protectorate).



◦ On 14 November 1948, Elizabeth gave birth to her first child, 
Charles. The Queen and The Duke of Edinburgh have four 
children.



Successi
on◦Her father's 

health declined 
during 1951, and 
Elizabeth was 
soon frequently 
standing in for 
him at public 
events. 



•She visited 
Greece, Italy and 
Malta (where 
Philip was then 
stationed) during 
that year.



•In October, she 
toured Canada 
and visited 
President Harry 
S. Truman in 
Washington, 
D.C.



•In January, 
1952, Elizabeth 
and Philip set 
out for a tour of 
Australia and 
New Zealand.



◦ Elizabeth was staying at the Treetops Hotel in Thika when she 
was told of her father's death and of her own succession to the 
throne — a unique circumstance for any such event. She was the 
first British monarch since the accession of George I to be outside 
the country at the moment of succession, and also the first in 
modern times not to know the exact time of her accession .On the 
night her father died, the Chief Justice of Kenya Sir Horace 
Hearne, who would later accompany the Royal Party back to the 
UK, escorted the Princess Elizabeth, as she then was, to a dinner 
at the Treetops Hotel, which is now a very popular tourist retreat 
in Kenya. It was there that she "went up a princess and came down 
a Queen".



◦ The following year, the Queen's grandmother, Queen Mary, 
died of lung cancer on 24 March 1953. Reportedly, the 
Dowager Queen's dying wish was that the coronation not be 
postponed. Elizabeth's coronation took place in Westminster 
Abbey, on 2 June 1953.



The end


