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To create a useful work for English lessons

To enrich pupils’ minds with the facts about the
lives of interesting people

3. To get acquainted with famous quotations and to
use them in speech




Greek phllosophx focused on the role of reason and inquiry.

Many philosophers today concider that Greek philosophy has
shaped theentire Western thought since its-inception. As Alfred
Whitehead once noted, with some exaggeration, "Western
philosophy is just a series of footnotes to Plato.” Clear unbroken
lines of influence lead from ancient Greek and Hellenistic
philosophers, to medieval Muslim philosophers, tfo the European
Renaissance and Enlightenment
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Socrates

469-399 s.c.
Socrates was one of the mast
powerful thinkers in history. He
encouraged s students to examing
their boliels. Socrates asked them a
series of leading quiestions to show
that peogde hold many contradictory
ppinions. This method of teaching by
2 question-and-answer spproach is
known as the Sceratic method He
devotad his Me to gaming self-
knowiedge and ance woota, “Thare
is anly one good, knawledee; and
one avd, ighorance.”

HISTORY MAKERS

427-347 0.c

Born into a wealthy Athanian family,

Plato had careurs as & wrestier and
8 poet before ho became 8
phdasopher. He studied with
Socrates. Afrer his teacher deed in
399 sc, Plato Ieft Greece and
traveled to North Africa and Italy
He later returned to Athens and
founded a school called The
Academy in 38] 8.c. The school
lasted for appeowmately 900 years
It was Plato who once stated,
*Philosophy begins in wonder,”

Aristotle

384-322 p.c.
Aristotle, the son of a physician,
was one of the brightest students
at Plato’s academy, Ho came there
as 4 young man and stayed for
20 yoars until Plato’s death. in
335 a.c., Aristotle opened his own
schoaol in Athens called the
Lycewum, The school evertually
rivaled the Academy. Aristotie
once argued, “He who studsas how
things originated and came into
bemg . . . will achieve the clearest
viaw of them.”




Perhaps his most important contribution to Western thought is his dialectic
method of inquiry, known as the Socratic method or method of "elenchus,"
which he largely applied to the examination of key moral concepts such as
the Good and Justice. It was first described by Plato in the Socratic
Dialogues. To solve a problem, it would be broken down into a series of
questions, the answers to which gradually distill the answer a person would
seek. The influence of this approach is most strongly felt today in the use of
the scientific method, in which hypothesis is the first stage.

To illustrate the use of the Socratic method: a series of questions are posed
to help a person or group to determine their underlying beliefs and the
extent of their knowledge. The Socratic method is a negative method of
hypothesis elimination, in that better hypotheses are found by steadily
identifying and eliminating those which lead to contradictions. It was
designed to force one to examine one's own beliefs and the validity of such
beliefs. In fact, Socrates once said, "I know you won't believe me, but
the highest form of Human Excellence is to question oneself and others
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Plato ( Greek: lNAdtwv, Pldtén)
Era Ancient philosophy

School was Socrat's pupil = \\\ |

Plato was a Classical Greek philosopher, mathematician, writer of
philosophical dialogues, and founder of the Academy in Athens, the first
institution of higher learning in the Western world. Plato's sophis’rica‘rion
as a writer is evident in his Socratic dialogues; thirty-five dialogues and
thirteen letters have been ascribed to him. Plato's writings have been
published in several fashions; this has led to several conventions
regarding the naming and referencing of Plato's texts.

Although there is little question that Plato lectured at the Academy that
he founded, the pedagogical function of his dialogues, if any, is not
known with certainty. The dialogues since Plato’s time have been used to
teach a range of subjects, including philosophy, logic, rhetoric,
mathematics, and other subjects about which he wrote
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Aristotle (Greek: ApioToTéAng, Aristotélés)
Era Ancient philosophy
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School Platon's Academy
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Aristotle "says that 'on the subject of reasoning' he '
earlier date to speak of'".JHowever, Plato reports tha
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before him, by Prodicus of Ceos, who was concerned by ﬂ{g cg"i»., - '. \' Y : Eg'
words. Logic seems to have emer'ged from dialectics; thes L philg > .
made frequent use of concepts like reductio ad absurdum, A

but never truly understood the logical implications. Even Plato*had dif ficulties 7
with logic; although he had a reasonable conception of a deductmg sys'rem

he could never actually construct one and relied instead on his dialectic.

Plato believed that deduction would simply follow from premises, hence he
focused on maintaining solid premises so that the conclusion would logically
follow. Consequently, Plato realized that a method for obtaining conclusions
would be most beneficial. He never succeeded in devising such a method, but

his best attempt was published in his book Sophist, where he introduced his
division method
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Aristotle, Aristoteles in Latin and many other Iar&guaaes (but Aristote’in
French and Aristotele in Italian), (384 BC - 322 BC) has, along with

Plato, the reputation of one of the most influential philesophers.in
history. R e
Their works, although connected in many fundamenj@trways=differ
considerably in both style and substance. Plato wrotgz3z
philosophical dialogues—arguments in the form of cf
with Socrates as a participant—and a few letters.

Though the early dialo?ues deal mainly with methog
knowledge, and most of the last ones with justice
his most famous works expressed a synoptic view
reason, knowledge, and human life.

Predominant ideas include the notion that knowledge ?
sensesgiliays remains confused and impure, and that the contemplative
rns away from the world can acquire "true" knowledge. The
in have knowledge of the Forms, the real essences of things,
world we see is but an imperfect coBY. Such knowledge has

as scientific import. One can view Plato, with qualification,
d a rationalist.




e arises in mankind not once, but infinite number
istotle

Good Iuck |§’ the employee of happiness® Aristotle

I each person there is the sun. Only allow to ﬁRﬂx sh {Igs
Socrat? AT THE Ny, 1Y

Those whose hearts are fixed on Reality itself deser é“ ‘the
title of Philosophers. (Plato, Republic)

It is impossible to live better, than spending a Ilfe
to become more perfect. © Socrat .

Nobody the good person it becomes casual © Plafg#;
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READENGS IN
ANCIENT GREEK
PHILOSOPHY
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The Ancient Greek philosophy has made defining impact on all
history western and partly even world philosophy up to today.
"Philosophy" we are obliged by the term of antiquity. Blossoming
of Ancient Greek philosophy is necessary on V—IV centuries BC,
and its echoes faded within a millennium. In Byzantium and Islam
countries dominating influence of the Greek philosophy remained
within all next millennium; then, at the time of the Renaissance
and humanism, and in Europe There was g revival of the Greek
philosophy that has led to Qe e w §r76'w’rhs be‘gmnmg from
Plato and Aristotle epoch ofEhgeRgdai ..

influence of the Greek philc

European philosophical tho







