
The Caribbean 
Community

      (CARICOM)



The Caribbean Community (CARICOM) is an 
organisation of 15 Caribbean 

nations and dependencies. 
CARICOM's main purposes are to promote economic integration and cooperation among its members, to ensure 

that the benefits of integration are equitably shared, and to coordinate foreign policy.



Histor
y



The Caribbean Community (CARICOM), originally the 
Caribbean Community and Common Market, was established 

by the Treaty of Chaguaramas which came into effect on 1 
August 1973. The first four signatories were Barbados, Jamaica, 

Guyana and Trinidad and Tobago.

CARICOM superseded the 1965–1972 Caribbean 
Free Trade Association (CARIFTA), which had been 
organised to provide a continued economic linkage 

between the English-speaking countries of the 
Caribbean following the dissolution of the West 

Indies Federation which lasted from 3 January 1958 
to 31 May 1962.

A Revised Treaty of Chaguaramas establishing the 
Caribbean Community including the CARICOM 
Single Market and Economy (CSME) was signed 
by the CARICOM Heads of Government of the 
Caribbean Community on 5 July 2001 at their 
Twenty-Second Meeting of the Conference in 

Nassau, The Bahamas.



Membershi
p

Currently CARICOM has 15 full members, 5 
associate members and 7 observers.





Organisation
al structure



Secretariat

The goal statement of the CARICOM 
Secretariat is:
To provide dynamic leadership and service, in partnership with Community institutions 
and Groups, toward the attainment of a viable, internationally competitive and 
sustainable Community, with improved quality of life for all.

Secretariat of the Caribbean Community, The term of office of the 
Secretary-General is 5 years, which may be renewed. (Chief Administrative Organ)
Secretary-General of the Caribbean Community, the CARICOM Secretary General 

(Chief Executive) handles Foreign and Community Relations.
Deputy Secretary-General of the Caribbean Community, handles Human and 

Social Development.
General Counsel of the Caribbean Community, handles Trade and Economic 

Integration.



Future proposals
• Airline amalgamation
• Civil Society Charter
• Currency Union
• Freedom of Movement
• Political Union(s)
• Regionalised Stock Exchange
• Reintroduction of a Single Tourist Visa
• Reintroduction of a Single Domestic Space


