
History of the phone from Apple 
- sketches from the 80s to the 
iPhone.



iPhone version 0.1, or the first ideas

In the 1980s, Apple frenzy atmosphere. The company creates new products and 
exploring possible market niches. This is the time when Steve Jobs only comes into 
the taste of the game. What to try first? Answer this question, no one else, multiplying 
the number of different prototypes. Over the years, some of them become public 
domain. For example, a prototype of a touch screen phone for the workplace by 
designer Hartmut Esslinger (Hartmut Esslinger). His son shows this development in 
the wake of the success of the iPhone and said that many of the ideas were already 
laid. Is this true? Only in the most general sense, since Jobs' commitment to touch 
screens has long been known. At every opportunity he tries to initiate the creation of 
such products within Apple. Recall, for Newton, who anticipated many of the decisions 
that we see in today's communicators and smartphones. But it was not a phone. So 
leave it aside. 

  

The first real phone, the creation of which had a hand in Apple, became the design of the 
mobile device in the form of an apple. Today it can be considered as a kind of concept 
that would have hardly popular. But in 1982, when it was created, it looked like a typical 
apple. Pat indicated its creators Danny Rivet (Denni Rivette) and Harry Disco (Harry 
Disko), all they have filed 11 patent applications in the year they were made available to 
the public in 1985. This is not a complete phone, but a kind of refinement in design. In 
those years, Apple to test the waters in different directions, and so the appearance of 
these patents is not surprising. But then the company has stood for many years and did 
not return phone theme.



Project Purple 1

• Everything changed in 2000. Phones were at the peak of popularity, and that this will become the 
dominant market, was also evident. But Apple did not have an opportunity to get into this 
market, so the company chose its goal Output Portable MP3 players - Apple went from a small 
niche. The popularity of the brand iPod in 2002 was zero, Apple just launched it on the market 
and did not know what will happen in the next few years. Already in 2004, Apple - the 
undisputed leader in the segment of portable music devices in the United States, the popularity 
of iPod is growing by leaps and bounds. Since 2002, Steve Jobs thinks the opportunity to enter 
the mobile phone market, in which he sees as a threat players that will make up 16 percent of 
the company's business two years later. Engineers are studying the possibility to create such 
devices, they have no experience, but the company did not fully understand the specifics of the 
market. Therefore, Apple begins to knock on every door. On the one hand, there is a 
collaboration with Motorola, on the other hand, the company is trying to create its own version 
of a mobile phone. This model is in development called Purple 1, but never reached even to the 
point of working prototypes. The main contribution to the idea of   Purple 1 comes from the Steve 
Jobs. For 2004, for it is obvious that a newcomer to the mobile phone market has to offer 
something special to stand out from the crowd. The decision revolves around the use of 
blockbuster brand iPod, and these are dictated by subsequent versions of the phone. If the iPod 
is popular, it is necessary to add a mobile phone.



• Taking the design iPod, Steve Jobs 
decided to get rid of the 
keyboard. To dial, and text should 
be used ClickWheel. Circle 
appeared on the screen with 
numbers and selecting the same 
position on the touch site, you 
can dial quickly and without any 
errors. Elegant but unusual. To set 
SMS supposed to build a system 
of guessing words that would 
facilitate life, but the lack of 
keyboard would make the phone, 
to put it mildly, unusual.



ROKR E1 failure immediately after the presentation

• The culmination of cooperation Motorola 
and Apple - this September 7, 2005. Just 
over a year after the announcement of 
cooperation in Motorola able to prepare the 
first phone that includes iTunes player. The 
model was named ROKR E1, a separate key 
to open the player, which was not in the 
E398, as well as exactly the same body, but 
white. Full copy of Motorola E398, wherein 
only the body color yes player. Almost 
immediately the model goes on sale in 
Cingular Wireless network at a cost of 
249.99 USD with a two-year contract. In 
Motorola plan to deliver it to Europe, where 
there is a music store iTunes. In London, held 
its presentation of the model, which 
describes its advantages.



STEVE JOBS PRESENTS 
THE ITUNES PHONE



Project Purple 2, or the creation 
of iPhone

D AT A CONFERENCE IN 2010, STEVE JOBS ASKED WHY APPLE TABLET APPEARED 
LATER THAN THE TELEPHONE. AND HE REPLIED: 
"I'LL TELL YOU. ACTUALLY. IT STARTED ON A TABLET FIRST. I HAD THIS IDEA ABOUT 
HAVING A GLASS DISPLAY, A MULTITOUCH DISPLAY YOU COULD TYPE ON. I ASKED 
OUR PEOPLE ABOUT IT. AND SIX MONTHS LATER THEY CAME BACK WITH THIS 
AMAZING DISPLAY. AND I GAVE IT TO ONE OF OUR REALLY BRILLIANT UI GUYS. HE 
THEN GOT INERTIAL SCROLLING WORKING AND SOME OTHER THINGS, AND I 
THOUGHT, 'MY GOD, WE CAN BUILD A PHONE WITH THIS' AND WE PUT THE 
TABLET ASIDE, AND WE WENT TO WORK ON THE PHONE. " 
THESE WORDS ARE SIMPLE, BUT THE CREATION OF THE FIRST PHONE FROM 
APPLE TOOK A FEW YEARS, AND JOBS HAD PERSONALLY FIND A LOT OF GOOD 
REASONS TO PLACE AS THE IPHONE AND THE PHENOMENON OF PRODUCT ON 
THE MARKET. THE NAME WAS TAKEN IN 1999, WHEN THE COMPANY REGISTERED 
THE DOMAIN IPHONE.ORG, THE NAME WAS QUITE IN THE SPIRIT OF APPLE. 
ASSUMED THAT IT WILL RECEIVE IN ITS COMMERCIAL INCARNATION PURPLE 1 
PROJECT, WHICH IN 2002, STEVE JOBS SAID THE FOLLOWING: "KICK-START THE 
MARKET FOR NEXT-GENERATION MOBILE PHONES IN THE SAME WAY THAT THE 
COMPANY'S COMPUTER POPULARIZED PERSONAL COMPUTING."



In February 2005, Steve Jobs arranges a secret meeting with 
top managers behind Cingular Motorola. He must enlist the 
help of the operator, as he plans to create not just a phone, 
but change the business model in this market. Without 
operator and its support is simply impossible. Present at the 
meeting Stan Sigman (Stan Sigman), he by Cingular involved 
in a project with Motorola.

STEVE JOBS'S CHARISMA AGAINST THE USUAL RULES OF THE GAME 
OPERATORS. WHO WILL WIN? AT THE MEETING, JOBS OFFERS 
PARTNERSHIP WITHOUT MOTOROLA, HE ASSURES CINGULAR, APPLE IS 
ABLE TO CREATE A PHONE THAT WILL SURPASS ALL EXISTING 
SOLUTIONS FOR YEARS. THIS PHONE IS NOT EVEN ON PAPER, IT CAN 
NOT FEEL, CAN NOT DISCUSS ITS CHARACTERISTICS. JOBS CAN TRUST 
INSTINCT OR REJECT IT. MAD MEETING, WHICH SOLD PIG IN A POKE. 
NEXT OFFER JOBS - FROM THE SAME CATEGORY, IT OFFERS AN 
EXCLUSIVE SETTING FOR THIS TRANSACTION. NO ONE IN THE U.S. 
DOES NOT GET THIS PRODUCT, EXCEPT FOR CINGULAR. BUT INSTEAD 
HE WANTS APPLE TURNED INTO A KIND OF OPERATOR. BUYING 
TRAFFIC MINUTES, THE COMPANY WILL SELL THEM WITH THE PHONE 
TO THEIR CUSTOMERS. MADNESS, WHICH WILL NOT GO ON ANY ONE 
OF THE OPERATORS, WHICH NO ONE WILL EVEN TALK. AND THEN, 
PERHAPS, IS TO PAY TRIBUTE TO STEVE JOBS'S CHARISMA, WHICH 
DOES NOT CONVINCE TOP MANAGERS CINGULAR AT THIS MEETING, 
BUT THEY DO NOT PRONOUNCE THE FINAL "NO". BY THE OPERATOR 
WITH APPLE STARTS STAN SIGMAN, AND TALKS WILL LAST ABOUT A 
YEAR.

BUT IT WAS IN FEBRUARY 2005 CAN BE CONSIDERED THE START OF THE PROJECT PURPLE 2. AFTER THIS 
MEETING, STEVE JOBS DECIDED TO START CREATING YOUR OWN PHONE. THIS IS A HUGE RISK, 
BECAUSE WITHOUT SUPPORT OPERATOR PROJECT IS DOOMED. INITIALLY, THE WHOLE PROJECT IS 
BUILT AROUND THE TOUCH SCREEN AND SUPPORT MULTI-TOUCH, IS THAT DEVELOPED FOR THE 
TABLET. NEXT COME QUITE A HEATED DEBATE ABOUT WHAT EXACTLY OPERATING SYSTEM TO CHOOSE 
FOR YOUR PHONE. THE WINNER IS THE VIEW THAT COMPUTING POWER PROCESSORS FOR HANDHELD 
DEVICES WILL GROW, WHICH MEANS THAT SOONER OR LATER THEY CAN RUN OS EQUAL 
OPPORTUNITIES THAT EXIST IN DESKTOP SYSTEMS. IT WAS THEREFORE DECIDED TO ADAPT THE MACOS 
X FOR A PORTABLE PHONE.



Glass or plastic screen
First demonstration created number held in mid-December 2006, a few weeks before MacWorld. In one of the rooms at Four Seasons in Las Vegas, Steve Jobs revealed Sigman iPhone. 
This version of the phone has been fairly stable in the work, and indeed the Jobs for some time enjoyed such apparatus. In particular, at the request of Jobs decided to change the 
screen cover with plastic glass. In the daily work of plastic appeared prone to scratches, and it's not like Jobs. Surprisingly, until MacWorld in companies were not confident that they 
can produce a variant cover, as it is resistant to crashes. Test was not simple, and the company did not have time to spend them. All built in a desperate hurry. 
History coated screen also became known for auction eBay. In March 2009, appeared in this auction two lots prototypes Apple iPhone. Here is a description of the phone: 
Phone # 1: 

•Plastic screen protection 
•Serial number YM649xxxxxx, indicating the Chinese factory, production date week 49 in 2006; 
•iPhone OS 03.06.01_G (iPhone was launched with OS 1.0 03.11.02_G) 
Phone # 2: 

•Glass screen closes 
•Serial number YM650xxxxxx, indicating the Chinese factory, production date week 50 in 2006; 



However, after the start of sales got out a lot of problems, which 
clearly pointed to the fact that from a technical point of view, the 
product is far from ideal. But people bought Apple name and stunning 
interface, which simply was not unique at that time. 
The official announcement of Apple iPhone on 9 January 2007 
MacWorld. Steve Jobs said the following words: 
"Today we present three revolutionary, new product. First - this is a 
widescreen iPod with touch controls. The second - a revolutionary 
mobile phone. And the third - a device for communication on the 
Internet. iPod, mobile phone, mobile communicator ... and it's not 
three separate devices. " 


