
Service Sector: 
Trade
in the United Kingdom



UK Trade shows the extent of import and export activity and
is a key contributor to the overall economic growth in the UK.
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Europe is the dominant market for the UK exports and 
imports



Export

• Total value of exports: $540.1 billion (2013), $481 billion (2012) 

• Primary exports – commodities: machinery, vehicles, 
manufactured goods, chemicals, fuels

• Primary exports partners: Switzerland (12.8%), US (10.6%), 
Germany (8.2%), Netherlands (6.8%), France (5.8%)



Import

• Total value of imports: $646 billion (2012)

• Primary imports – commodities: machinery (30%), foodstuffs 
(10%), transport equipment (20%), manufactured goods, 
beverages, tobacco, chemicals, fuels, clothing

• Primary imports partners: Germany (12.5%), China (8.2%), 
Netherlands (7.1%), US (7%), France (5.7%), Belgium (4.8%), 
Norway (4.7%)


