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Celtic Europe
: around 400BC

Major Celtic cultural area

Theria

600BC



THE EARLY CELTS ARE SOMETIMES CALLED
IRON AGE CELTS. THE IRON AGE LASTED
FROM AROUND 700 BC TO AD 43. THIS
TIME PERIOD IS CALLED THE IRON AGE
BECAUSE THAT WAS WHEN PEOPLE
STARTED MAKING ITEMS FROM IRON,
SUCH AS PLOUGHS FOR FARMING,
HELMETS, SHIELDS AND COINS.




THE THREE MOST COMMON PIECES OF
CLOTHING WORN BY THE CELTS WERE:
KNEE-LENGTH TUNICS DYED AND
EMBROIDERED IN BRIGHT COLOURS
AND WORN WITH A GOLD OR
SILVER-PLATED BELT TROUSERS,
CALLED 'BRACAE'STRIPED WOOLLEN
CLOAKS FASTENED BY A BROOCH.
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Space for smoking &
preserving meats & fish

Large timbers to make
main frame

Upright loorm

Smoke released through thatch
no need for a chimney

Thack thatch




THE IRON AGE CELTS
HAD OVER 400 GODS
AND GODDESSES. THEY
BELIEVED THAT EVERY
TREE, EVERY BUSH,
EVERY FLOWER, EVERY
RIVER, ALMOST
EVERYTHING HAD A
LITTLE GOD LIVING IN
IT. SOME OF THEIR
GODS AND GODDESSES
WERE EXTREMELY
POWERFUL. BUT MOST
WERE LITTLE GODS OR
GODDESSES.

THE ANCIENT CELTS
DID NOT WORSHIP
THEIR GODS. THEY DID
NOT GO TO CHURCH.
INSTEAD, THEY LEFT
LITTLE OFFERINGS ALL
OVER THE PLACE.

DAGDA WAS THE FATHER GOD OF THE
CELTS. THEY CALLED HIM THE 'GOOD

¢ GOD' BECAUSE HE PROTECTED THEIR
.| CROPS. HE HAD A CAULDRON CALLED
i THE UNDRY WHICH SUPPLIED

) UNLIMITED FOOD AND A LIVING OAK

HARP CALLED UAITHNE WHICH CAUSED
THE SEASONS TO CHANGE IN THEIR

% ORDER.

THE MORRIGAN THE MORRIGAN WAS
THE GODDESS OF WAR, LIFE AND
DEATH. SHE THEREFORE HAD A HABIT
OF APPEARING TO THE GREAT HEROES
WHEN THEIR LIFE WAS IN DANGER. CU

CHULAINN HIMSELF ENCOUNTERED
THE MORRIGAN IN A VARIETY OF
FORMS. HER MOST WELL-RECOGNISED
FORM WAS THAT OF A BLACK CROW.
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IN CELTIC SOCIETY, WOMEN WERE A LOT BETTER OFF THAN IN MOST SOCIETIES OF THAT
TIME. WOMEN COULD GO INTO ANY PROFESSION, CHOOSE THEIR OWN HUSBAND, AND OWN
THEIR OWN PROPERTY. WOMEN TRAINED HEROES, WENT INTO BATTLE AND SOME EVEN LED
ARMIES. THE WAY WOMEN WERE TREATED REFLECTED THE EARLY CELTS' RESPECT FOR THE
LAND AND THE ARTS OF MAGIC AND CREATIVITY WHICH THEY ASSOCIATED WITH WOMEN.




