
THE INFLUENCE OF 
PHILOSOPHERS ON THE 
POLICIES OF BARACK 

OBAMA 





RICHARD NIEBUHR

HELMUT RICHARD NIEBUHR, (BORN SEPT. 3, 1894, WRIGHT 
CITY, MO., U.S.—DIED JULY 5, 1962, GREENFIELD, 
MASS.), AMERICAN PROTESTANT THEOLOGIAN AND EDUCATOR 
WHO WAS CONSIDERED A LEADING AUTHORITY ON ETHICS AND 
U.S. CHURCH HISTORY. HE WAS A FOREMOST ADVOCATE 
OF THEOLOGICAL EXISTENTIALISM.



PAUL TILLICH

PAUL TILLICH, (BORN AUG. 20, 1886, STARZEDDEL, BRANDENBURG, 
GER.—DIED OCT. 22, 1965, CHICAGO), GERMAN-BORN 
U.S. THEOLOGIAN AND PHILOSOPHER WHOSE DISCUSSIONS OF GOD 
AND FAITH ILLUMINATED AND BOUND TOGETHER THE REALMS OF 
TRADITIONAL CHRISTIANITY AND MODERN CULTURE. SOME OF HIS BOOKS, 
NOTABLY THE COURAGE TO BE (1952) AND DYNAMICS OF 
FAITH (1957), REACHED A LARGE PUBLIC AUDIENCE NOT USUALLY 
CONCERNED WITH RELIGIOUS MATTERS. THE THREE-VOLUME SYSTEMATIC 
THEOLOGY (1951–63) WAS THE CULMINATION OF HIS RIGOROUS 
EXAMINATION OF FAITH.







THOMAS JEFFERSON

THOMAS JEFFERSON, (BORN APRIL 2 [APRIL 13, NEW STYLE], 1743, 
SHADWELL, VIRGINIA [U.S.]—DIED JULY 4, 1826, MONTICELLO, 
VIRGINIA, U.S.), DRAFTSMAN OF THE DECLARATION OF 
INDEPENDENCE OF THE UNITED STATES AND THE NATION’S FIRST SECRETARY 
OF STATE (1789–94), SECOND VICE PRESIDENT(1797–1801), AND, AS 
THE THIRD PRESIDENT (1801–09), THE STATESMAN RESPONSIBLE FOR 
THE LOUISIANA PURCHASE. AN EARLY ADVOCATE OF TOTAL SEPARATION 
OF CHURCH AND STATE, HE ALSO WAS THE FOUNDER AND ARCHITECT OF 
THE UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA AND THE MOST ELOQUENT AMERICAN 
PROPONENT OF INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM AS THE CORE MEANING OF 
THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 
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