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Nursultan Abishuly Nazarbayev

is the President of Kazakhstan. 
He has been the country's leader 
since 1989, when he was named 
First Secretary of the Communist 
Party of the Kazakh SSR, 
and was elected the nation's first 
president following its 
independence from the Soviet 
Union in December 1991. In April 
2015, Nazarbayev was re-elected 
with almost 98% of the vote. 



Barack Hussein Obama II 

� is the 44th and current President of 
the United States, as well as the first 
African American to hold the office. 
Born in Honolulu, Hawaii, Obama is 
a graduate of Columbia University 
and Harvard Law School, where he 
served as president of the Harvard 
Law Review. He was a community 
organizer in Chicago before 
earning his law degree. 



Party systems

� Nazarbayev has suppressed dissent, 
been accused of human rights 
abuses by several human rights 
organizations, and conducted an 
authoritarian regime. No election 
held under him in Kazakhstan since 
independence has met international 
standards. Since 2010 he 
announced reforms to encourage a 
multi-party system.



� In 2004, Obama received national 
attention during his campaign to 
represent Illinois in the United States 
Senate with his victory in the March 
Democratic Party primary, his keynote 
address at the Democratic National 
Convention in July, and his election to the 
Senate in November. He began his 
presidential campaign in 2007 and, after 
a close primary campaign against Hillary 
Rodham Clinton in 2008, he won sufficient 
delegates in the Democratic Party 
primaries to receive the presidential 
nomination. He then defeated Republican 
nominee John McCain in the general 
election, and was inaugurated as 
president on January 20, 2009. Nine 
months after his inauguration, Obama was 
named the 2009 Nobel Peace Prize 
laureate.



� President Nazarbayev suggested 
in 2014 that Kazakhstan should 
change its name to "Kazakh Yeli" 
("Country of the Kazakhs"), for the 
country to attract better and more 
foreign investment, since 
"Kazakhstan" by its name is 
associated with other "-stan" 
countries. Nazarbayev noted 
Mongolia receives more 
investment than Kazakhstan 
because it is not a "-stan" country, 
even though it is in the same 
neighborhood, and not as stable 
as Kazakhstan. However, he is 
letting the people decide on 
whether the country should 
change its name.



� During his first two years in office, Obama 
signed into law economic stimulus 
legislation in response to the Great 
Recession in the form of the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 
and the Tax Relief, Unemployment 
Insurance Reauthorization, and Job 
Creation Act of 2010. Other major 
domestic initiatives in his first term 
included the Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act, often referred to as 
"Obamacare"; the Dodd–Frank Wall Street 
Reform and Consumer Protection Act; 
and the Don't Ask, Don't Tell Repeal Act of 
2010. In foreign policy, Obama ended 
U.S. military involvement in the Iraq War, 
increased U.S. troop levels in Afghanistan, 
signed the New START arms control treaty 
with Russia, ordered U.S. military 
involvement in Libya in opposition to 
Muammar Gaddafi, and ordered the 
military operation that resulted in the 
death of Osama bin Laden. 



Elevating
� Combined with the re-elections of Bill 

Clinton and George W. Bush, Obama's 
victory in the 2012 election marked only 
the second time in American history that 
three consecutive presidents were each 
elected to two or more full terms (the first 
time being the consecutive two-term 
presidencies of Thomas Jefferson, James 
Madison, and James Monroe).This was 
also the first election since 1944 in which 
neither of the major candidates had any 
military experience



On 4 December 2005, new Presidential elections were held and 
President Nazarbayev won by an overwhelming majority of 91.15% 
(from a total of 6,871,571 eligible participating voters). Nazarbayev 
was sworn in for another seven-year term on 11 January 2006.



� The role of Nazarbayev and his political reforms was acknowledged by 
Daniel Witt, Vice Chairman of the Eurasia Foundation. 

� He noted: "[President] Nazarbayev has led Kazakhstan through difficult 
times and into an era of prosperity and growth. He has demonstrated that 
he values his U.S. and Western alliances and is committed to achieving 
democratic governance


