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Branches of Indo-European Languages

The Indo-European languages have a large number of branches: Anatolian,

Indo-lranian, Greek, Italic, Celtic, Germanic, Armenian, Tocharian, Balto-Slavic, and
Albanian.

THE INDO-EUROPEAN FAMILY OF LANGUAGES

lNDo-EllJROPEAN ¢. 3500--3000 B.C.
A Indian  Armenian Iranian GeruLanic Balto-Slavic  Albanian Celtic Hellenic Italic ¢ 1000 B.C.
; |
:
Sanskrit Old Persian  Avestan Baltic  Old Slavic Irish Welsh Gaelic Breton Latin 1 A.D. {Anno Domini)

Lithuanian, Russian, Polish,
Middle Indian Persian Lettish Czech, Bulgarian, Greek . 500 A.D.
Serbo-Croatian, etc.

Hindustani, Bengali, N. Germanic E.Germanic W. Germanic French Provengal Italian Spanish Portuguese Catalan Romanian
and other modern c. 800-1200 A.D.
Indian languages

Gothic 'o ‘_l"
E.Norse W. Norse High'German Low German

3 A.D,
Swedish, Norwegian, German  Yiddish ke o
Danish, Tcelandic,
Gothlandic Faroese
Old llrisian Anglo-Saxon Old !axon Low Franconian
(Old English) UL
Frisian Middle English  Middle Low German  Middle Dutch

Plattjeutsch Dutch, Flemish ¢ 1700-1900 A.D.

Modern English
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This branch was predominant on the Italian peninsula.
The Italics, who crossed the Alps to enter Italy and
gradually moved southward around 1000 BC, were not
natives of Italy.
Latin, the best-known language of the group, was
originally a somewhat minor local language, spoken by
pastoral tribes that lived in small agricultural settlements
in the center of the Italian peninsula.
sl | he flrst Latin mscrlptlons appeared in the 7th century BC
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Armenlan

" The origins of the Armenian-s
The Armenians and the Phr

a topic still unclear.
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In thé 8th century BC Urartu came under Assyrian control,,a’nd in the
7th century BC, the Armenians took over the region.

The Medes absorbed the region soon after, and Armenia became a
vassal state. During the time of the Achaemenid Empire, the region
turned into a Persian satrapy.

The Persian domination had a strong linguistic impact on Armenian,
which misleads many scholars in the past to believe that Armenlan
belonged to the Iranian group.




TOCHARIAN

The history of the Tocharian-speaking people is still mysterious.

One only knows that they lived in the Taklamakan Desert in

Western China.

Most of the Tocharian texts with nothing about the Tocharians

themselves involve just translations from well-known Buddhist

works and dated between the 6th and the 8th BC.

Two different languages belong to this branch: Tocharian A and

Tocharian B.

Remains of the Tocharian A language have only been found in

places where Tocharian B documents have also been found, which

would suggest that Tocharian A was already extinct, kept alive only

as a religious or poetic language, while Tocharian B was the Iiving
. language used for administrative purposes
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During the late Bronze Age, the Balts' territory may have

stretched from around western Poland all thegway across to the
Ural Mountains.

erward, the Balts occupied a smgILeglon.alon
se in the northern part of the territol
BaIts Elosely contacted with Finnic trlbes whose' : .'
notpart ofthe Indo;Euroggap/‘tfngu"age family. &

Finnic speakers borrowed a considerable “amount of Baltic’ e
words, which suggests that the Balts had an essential cultural
prestige in that.area._

This branch splits into




Albanian

The last branch of Indo-European languages is Albanian that
appeared in written form. The origin of Albanian involves two
hypotheses.

According to the first, Albanian is a modern descendant of Illyrian,
widely spoken in the region during classical times. Since linguists
hardly ever know about lllyrian, no one can either deny or confirm
it from a linguistic standpoint.

However, from a historical and geographical perspective, it makes
sense. Another version makes Albanian be a descendant of
Thracian, another lost language, spoken farther east than lllyrian.
Today Albanian is spoken in Albania as the official language, in
several other areas of the former Yugoslavia, and also in small
enclaves in southern Italy, Greece, and the Republic of Macedonia.
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