
Football



Football is a family of team sports that involve, to varying degrees, kicking a 
ball with the foot to score a goal. Unqualified, the word football is 
understood to refer to whichever form of football is the most popular in the 
regional context in which the word appears. Sports commonly called 
&apos;football&apos; in certain places include: association football (known 
as soccer in some countries); gridiron football (specifically American football 
or Canadian football); Australian rules football; rugby football (either rugby 
league or rugby union); and Gaelic football.These different variations of 
football are known as football codes.

Determination of football



                              

First Clubs
• Sports clubs dedicated to playing football began in 

the 18th century, for example London&apos;s 
Gymnastic Society which was founded in the 
mid-18th century and ceased playing matches in 
1796.
The first documented club to bear in the title a 
reference to being a &apos;football club&apos; 
were called "The Foot-Ball Club" who were located 
in Edinburgh, Scotland, during the period 1824–41. 
The club forbade tripping but allowed pushing and 
holding and the picking up of the ball.
In 1845, three boys at Rugby school were tasked 
with codifying the rules then being used at the 
school. These were the first set of written rules (or 
code) for any form of football.This further assisted 
the spread of the Rugby game.



                     Competitions
• One of the longest running football fixture is the Cordner-Eggleston Cup, 

contested between Melbourne Grammar School andScotch College, 
Melbourne every year since 1858. It is believed by many to also be the first 
match of Australian rules football, although it was played under experimental 
rules in its first year. The first football trophy tournament was the Caledonian 
Challenge Cup, donated by the Royal Caledonian Society of Melbourne, 
played in 1861 under the Melbourne Rules.The oldest football league is a 
rugby football competition, the United Hospitals Challenge Cup (1874), while 
the oldest rugby trophy is the Yorkshire Cup, contested since 1878. The South 
Australian Football Association (30 April 1877) is the oldest surviving 
Australian rules football competition. The oldest surviving soccer trophy is the 
Youdan Cup (1867) and the oldest national soccer competition is the English 
FA Cup (1871). The Football League (1888) is recognised as the longest 
running Association Football league. The first ever international football 
match took place between sides representing England and Scotland on March 
5, 1870 at the Oval under the authority of the FA. The first Rugby 
international took place in 1871.



                          Modern Balls
• In Europe, early footballs were made out of animal bladders, more 

specifically pig&apos;s bladders, which were inflated. Later leather 
coverings were introduced to allow the balls to keep their 
shape.However, in 1851, Richard Lindon and William Gilbert, both 
shoemakers from the town of Rugby,exhibited both round and 
oval-shaped balls at the Great Exhibition in London. Richard 
Lindon&apos;s wife is said to have died of lung disease caused by 
blowing up pig&apos;s bladders.Lindon also won medals for the 
invention of the "Rubber inflatable Bladder" and the "Brass Hand 
Pump".
In 1855, the U.S. inventor Charles Goodyear – who had patented 
vulcanised rubber – exhibited a spherical football, with an exterior of 
vulcanised rubber panels, at the Paris Exhibition Universelle. The ball 
was to prove popular in early forms of football in the U.S.A.
The iconic ball with a regular pattern of hexagons and pentagons (see 
truncated icosahedron) did not become popular until the 1960s, and 
was first used in the World Cup in 1970.



     Globalisation of association football

•The need for a single body to oversee association football had 
become apparent by the beginning of the 20th century, with the 
increasing popularity of international fixtures. The English Football 
Association had chaired many discussions on setting up an 
international body, but was perceived as making no progress. It fell to 
associations from seven other European countries: France, Belgium, 
Denmark, Netherlands, Spain, Sweden, and Switzerland, to form an 
international association. The Fédération Internationale de Football 
Association (FIFA) was founded in Paris on May 21, 1904. Its first 
president was Robert Guérin. The French name and acronym has 
remained, even outside French-speaking countries.
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