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WHAT IS A POLYMER®?

A polymer is alarge molecule, or macromolecule,
composed of many repeated subunits. Because of
thelr broad range of properties, both synthetic and
natural polymers play an essentfial and ubiquitous




‘The term "polymer”
derives from the
anclent Greek word
TTOALG (polus, meaning
'many, much”) and o
HEOOC (meros, meaning |
parts’).The term was ot
colned in 1833 by Jons
Jacob Berzelius.
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SCIENCE

Polymers are studied In the fields

of biophysics and macromolecular
sclence, and polymer science (which
INcludes polymer chemisiry and polymer
physICs)
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TYPES OF

Polymers are two types:
- Natural polymeric materials such
as shellac, amber, wool, silk and
natural rubber have been used for centuries.
- Synthetic polymers that includes synthetic
rubber, phenol formaldehyde

resin (or Bakelite), polyethylene, polypropylene, po-
vacrylonitrile, PVB, siicone, and many more
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