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The history of Halloween has evolt activity is popular in the United
States, the United Kingdom, (- Clnada, and due toincreased
American cultural influencéin rece%z@bﬁ?l[tﬁmugﬁ exposure to
US television and other media, t¥ick-or-treating has'started to occur
amony children in many parts of Etrope, and in the Saudi Aramco camps
of Dhahran, fl.{cm'd compounds and Ras Tanura in Saudi Arabia. T@e
most significant growth — and resistance is in the United Kingdor
lie police have threatened to prosecute parents who allow
v to carryout the 'trick! element. In continental Eur
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Yet there is no evidence that souling was ever#practlced in America, and
trick-or-treating may have developed in America independent of any lrish or
British antecedent. There is little primary Halloween history documentation of
masking or costuming on Halloween — in Ireland, the UK,

before 1900. The earliest-known reference to fitual begqi in
English speaking North America occurs in 1911 when
Kingston, Ontario, near the border of upstate New York, rep at it was

normal for the smaller children to go street ng (see below) on Halloween
between 6 and 7 p.m., visiting shops and neigfibors to be rewarded with nuts
and candies for their rhymes and songs. Another isolated reference appears,
place;unknown, in 1915, with a third reference in Chicago i

thousands of Halloween postcards produced between the th
century ‘and the 1920s commonly show childrenibut do not depic
trick-or-treating. Ruth Edna Kelley, in her 1919 history of the holiday, The
Book of Hallowe'en, makes no mention of sucfid@ custom in the chapter
"Hallowe'en in America." It does not seem-io h become a widespread
practice until the 1930s, with the earliest K "uses in print of the term "trick
or treat” appearing in 1934 and the first us national publication
occurring in 1939. Thus, aIthough a quartermillion Scots-Irish immigrated to
America between 1717 and 1770, the Irish Potato Eamine brought almost &
million immigrants in 1845-1849, ‘and British and Irish |mmlgmfl%n—to America

peaked in the 1880s, ritualized begglng on Halloween was virtually unknown
in America until generations later.




Trick or treat, trick or treat

Trick or treat, trick or treat, Give me something good to cat. 3
Trick or treat, trick or treat, Give me something good to eat. ' t
The very first house is big and darR,... : b/ .
Trick or treat, trick or treat, Give me something good to eat.

Trick or treat, trick or treat, Give me something good to eat.

The very next house is big and white,...

Trick or treat, trick or treat, Give me something good to eat.

Trick or treat, trick or treat, Give me something good to eat.

If you go out Halloween night,

I'll give you a tip that [l make it all right.

Smile at everyone that you meet.

Knock on the door and say...

Trick or treat, trick or treat, Give me something good to eat.

Trick or treat, trick or treat, Give me something good to eat.
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