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WHAT IS & SERF?

» Asesf s apeasant who lives undes the political system of feudalism - they asen’t just
unique o Russdia but wese found acsosd Eusope throughout the middle ages. Jhe
peasant b almost, but not quibe, a slave, tied to the band of a bandownes who alpo
owne the sight o that peasant's existence. As well as working on theis tandownes s
tand (on the fieldp, in his mines, in hi¢ factosies), they, could rent a small patch of band
on which they, could practice subsstence fasming to prsovide for theis own needs.
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HISTORY OF RUSSIAN SERFDOM

* Sesfdom in Russia developed gradually oves many, centusies. Historsians usually trace
the soot of Ruasian sesfdom o the 11th centusy, but & only, began to fully establish
tself aftes the infsoduction of the Sobosnoye Ulozhenie (Law Code) in 1649 by Ipar
Alexel Mikhaitovich which fisst tegally tied sesfs to Russian estates. Shostly aftes, in
1658 d waps madetl’t’egaﬂ for sesfs to flee thew estabes and this seally entsenched them
in their bowty position in Rusdian sSociety.

* Slavesy was also legalin Russia undit 1723, when & was abolivhed by, Peter the Greal.
Jhe lot of slaves was not gseatly, improved, though -the vast majosidy simply, became
osesfd.

* By the middle of the 19th centusy, around hatf of all Russian peasdantsd wese priwatelyy
owned sesfd. Othes Russian peadantsd mostly, worsked on band owned by, the state -
nomunally, they, wese frees, but in reality, they, semained sesfs.
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* Peasant Revolt caused by
absolute control over serfs by
nobles

e 50 revolts between 1762-1769

— Weakened Catherine’s
power over provinces

 Pugachev: Executed 1775.

e Caused numerous “Reforms”
— Serfs further tied to land

— Provinces got more self
control



INTRODUCTION

We@wzﬂrgaahw in full Yfemelyan Jvanovich (bosnc. 1742,
kaya-na-Donu, Russia—died 21Januasyl??5, teades of a majos Cossack and peasant

Zimoveys
sebellion in Hus5ia (Pugachev Rebellion, 1773-75)

o An ilitesate Don Copsdack, 8ugachev fought in the Russian asmy in the finab battles of the Seven
Yeass” Was (1756-63), in Rupsdias campaign in Poband (1764), and in the Russo-Juskish
Was of 1768-74. tollowing the(&tege and conquepst of Bendesy (1769-70), howeves, he
setusned home as an invalid. %os thsee yeass after his secovesy, he wandersed, pasticutasty
among settlements of Otd Belicvess, a didsident seligious gsoup that exescided considesable

influence oves him.

Learning in the cousse of his tvavels of the Yfaik (Ural) Cospack Rebellion of 1772 and of ids
csuebsuppressdion, Pugachev psoceeded to {faddly Gosodole (now Ursal), whese the Cosdacks
semained disconbented. Although he was assested these for desestion from the asmy,

impsisoned at Slazan, and denfenced to be deposted to Sibesia, he escaped and in June 1773
appeased in the steppes east of the Volga Hives. Claiming fo be Empesor Peies J77 (who had
been deposed by his wife, Cathesine the Great, and apodadsinated in 1762), Pugachev decseed
the abolition of scs{dom and gathesed a substantial following, including Yfaile Cossacks,
peasant woskerss inthe mines and factosies of the Urals, agsicullusal peasants, clesgymen, and
the Barhbies Plannina ubbimatebu to deposre Cathersine. ‘Puaachev atormed.and baid Aleae
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* Ab the landowness of the segion, feasing fos theis lves, fled

to Moscow, Cathesine secognized the sesiousnessd of the rebellion and sent an asmyy
commanded by, Gen. A.d. Bibikov against Pugachev (Januasy 1774). Jn the spsing
Bibikov defeated Pugachev at Jatwhchevo, west of Ovenbusg, but Pugachev psoceeded
to flazan and busned the cidy (July 1774). He was defeated again sevesal dayes tates,
but he crossed the Volga Rwes, intending to gather seifoscements among the Don
Cospacks. He captused Sasatov (August 1774) and besieged Jsasitsyn (now
Volgograd), whese Gen. A.V. Suvosov finally, defeated him (September 3 [ August 23,

Otd Style ], 1774). Pugachev escaped butb was betrayed by(bome Ifail Copsacks, sent
fo Mo&cow, and executed.,




