PERIODS OF
THE

ENGLISH LANGUAGE




.. The English language !
. belongs to the West
» Germanic branch of the
, Indo-European family of .1
i languages. - = N9
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OLD ENGLISH

un' s Theinvading Germanic tribes spoke similar languages, which in
e (. Britain developed into what we now call Old English.

k; ot Old English did not sound-or look like English today. Native English =~ o
i speakers now would have great difficulty understanding Old Englzsh J e

e :
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e o~ But, about half of the most commonly used words in Modern Englzsh s ¢

;’;1;%; have Old Englzsh roots. For example the words be, strong, water Wj,
*7 -« derive from Old English. o b ¢ fo
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with t.ﬁem a kind 01_’ French
juage called Middle English.
(1340-1400), but it would

. o
understand today.

Duk _‘ lormandy, invaded and

?



B

EARLY MODERN ENGLISH \\ 3\

Towards the end of Middle English,
a sudden and distinct change in

pronunciation started, with vowels

R\

being pronounced shorter and shorter. - "f‘f\

1 \,
From the 16" century the British had contact with
many peoples from around the world.
\

This meant that many new words and phrases

entered the language. Spelling and grammar
became

fixed, and dialect of London became the standa d.

In 1604 the first English dictionary was published




LATE MODERN ENGLISH

The main difference between Early

English and Late English is vocab
Late Modern English has many n
arising from two princip  fa f-.:"_'.
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~THE'OLD: ENGLISH OR ANGLO-SAXON PERIOD
%600-1100) Y P
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'.'-.. ca. 600 Chrtstzamty mtfaduced amongﬁélngla Saxons by f
(o ST, AUSUSING mzsszonary fmm RémerIrish missionaries-

\-—/\--

. also spread Celtw form: Of Chrzstzamly 1o maznland
Brltam '

6004‘8;00RZS€ Of three :great kmg‘doms polzfzcally unzfymg.’ ..

- \Zairge areas Northumbria, Merciay Wessex Supremacy
N passes fmm one kzngdom to. another in that om’ér

N



mbri; ffrélg ‘Bast Angha sy : lugate) l%‘ing gf | | j}
Me'rma S 5t York{ﬁ{nglo SaXonPdfo/pwm‘)’ angl -set \
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<£25 Athelstan emwned kzng Hezght of Anglo—Saxon
¢, power. }Itheist,an reeonquers York from the ¥ikings, and
~even congiiers Sbotl;znd and Wales, heretafore ruléd, by
Celts Contlnues Alfred s mzsszon of making = =
zmpmvemerfts in government ecz’ueanen defense and
otherqoezal mstltutlons, ' s
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A Oth’ century™ Danes and Englzsh eontznue o mix e

'pvl

peaeefully and ulttmafely beeome zndzstmguzshable L
Mny Seandmavzan loanwords enter the language |
rEnglzsh even barrows pmnouns_ lzke t7zey them, ihezr

[ " I » w WY \\



61 05 OS Aﬁer Cnut s death hlS Sons blcker over the
zngdom When they dié without isste, the. kmgdom
passes back 16 the house of Wessex The hew king is

Edwam’ son of Aeihelzjed and Emmia, who had been |
* raised.in-exilein Normandy Laward.i Is* CZ‘plOMS ‘monkish.

méw (;alled ”T he Confessor S ' 7 %

7,

‘ 'Edward ha§ Strong pamalzty for his blrthplace
- Nootmrandy, aduchy poptilated by. the descendents ofs’,
¥ «Komawtzed Vikings. Especially fond of young Duke ’ :

‘W%llmm Qf Normandy. Edward is dbmmated by hzs
R Anglo Saxon eqrisyespecially, powerfu] ea?l Godwm



HE MIDD

E.ENGLISH PERIOR,(1100-1500)
5 4 . v

06 -] 075 V@lliam crushes upifisings of
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0~Sax0 wearl kpeasants withika bruml
” i inddCrcia apddNarthinberland, z(ses "
- litdra c{?rched et {;_, 1 y,, dec‘zmatzng
““Dopu oK GIm v o'§ D)6 {mtryszde
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Ang“z‘- axoHeeewis ~andiyr deprzved of

zpﬁ@/perly many enmd* William distributes
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. 1258 First rg al p /o“' ‘ atwn issued zrgEnglzs

conquest. / ‘ . |

ca. 1300 I'ncfe ir g ®eling on the part of e\h noblemen
" that thep are E lish.glot French: Nobility begin
. thﬁ_e,zr"cl ildrdh in English. French LS taugh
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rﬁble phones. Textlng

SiePre ferences -begin to shift in many places fi’om»
' figh to American English as the seTecte =g
stgpdard for second language acqu1s1t10n<.é l’f&

fluences Of 1d American
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