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ALHAMBRA
Part fortress, part palace 
and part garden the 
Alhambra is situated on a 
plateau overlooking the 
city of Granada in 
southern Spain. The 
palace was constructed in 
the 14th century by the 
Nasrid sultans. The 
Alhambra is now one of 
Spain’s major tourist 
attractions and many 
visitors come to Granada 
just to see the Alhambra.



MEZQUITA OF 
CORDOBA

The Mezquita (Spanish for 
“Mosque”) of Cordoba is a 
fascinating building famous 
for the forest of pillars and 
arches inside the main 
hall. The site was originally 
a Roman temple, then a 
Visigothic church, before 
the Umayyad Moors built 
the Mezquita. After the 
Spanish Reconquista a 
cathedral was built into 
the center of the large 
Moorish building.



SAGRADA FAMILIA 

Sagrada Familia is a 
large Roman Catholic 
church in Barcelona, 
and one of Spain’s most 
visited tourist 
attractions. It’s a 
design by Antoni Gaudí, 
a Catalan architect 
who worked on this 
project for almost 40 
years until his death in 
1926. The construction 
of the basilica began in 
1882 and still as yet 
not finished.



LA CONCHA 
Protected from 
strong winds by 
steep cliffs and 
islands, La Concha in 
San Sebastian is said 
by many to be one of 
the best city beaches 
in Europe, let alone 
Spain. Here you can 
go surfing, walk 
along the promenade 
in search of good 
restaurants and 
enjoy the beautiful 
views of the beach.



CUENCA 

Situated between 
Madrid and Valencia, 
Cuenca is a marvelous 
example of a medieval 
city, built on the steep 
sides of a mountain. The 
many “hanging houses” 
are built right up to the 
cliff edge, making 
Cuenca one of the most 
striking towns in Spain, 
a gem in the province of 
Castilla La Mancha.



IBIZA 

Ibiza is one of the 
Balearic Islands in the 
Mediterranean Sea, off 
the coast of Spain. The 
island is one of the most 
popular party 
destinations in all of 
Europe. During summer, 
the island’s population 
doubles as tourists flock 
to Ibiza to enjoy the 
night clubs, beach bars 
and restaurants.



RONDA
Located in and around the deep El 
Tajo gorge, Ronda is one of the 
oldest cities in Spain. It’s nearly 
impregnable position made it a 
stronghold against Catholic troops 
in the 1400s. Completed in 1793, 
the Puente Nuevo bridge spanning 
the 30-story high gorge is one of 
the city’s most impressive 
features. The city’s architecture 
received its influence from the 
Romans and Moors who once ruled 
the area. Ronda is also home to 
the Plaza de Toros, the oldest 
bullring in Spain, an arena that 
has attracted writers ranging from 
Ernest Hemingway to Alexandre 
Dumas.



GRANADA 

This city at the base of the 
Sierra Nevada Mountains was 
founded as a Celtic 
settlement and has been 
inhabited for over 2500 
years. Its breathtaking 
location near mountains is 
one of the loveliest in 
Andalusia. Its most famous 
attraction is the 
fortress/palace complex 
known as Alhambra, which 
was a Moorish palace for the 
emirs when the city was 
under Islamic rule. The 
adjacent Muslim 
neighborhood and many 
other cathedrals and castles 
are also worth the trip while 
here. Tapas and flamenco 
lovers will find that both are 
easy to find and quite 
excellent.



URBAN BEACHES

Oddly enough, the seaside 
city wasn’t always such 
the beach destination, as 
the majority of 
Barcelona’s shorelines 
really weren’t developed 
until just a few decades 
ago in anticipation of the 
’92 Summer Olympics. But 
these days, Barcelona has 
a host of city-side 
beaches, including the 
biggest one of them all, 
La Barceloneta, 
conveniently located near 
the neighborhood of the 
same name.


