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ixed ability classes




Mixed ability classes bring with them a whole manner of
challenges for teachers to overcome.

Students who perceive themselves as weak, the ones that are too
shy to ask, the ones that don't ask for the listening exercise to be
played again and the ones who feel the pace of the lesson is too
fast for them are often the ones that go unnoticed.

Of course, teacher should try and slow it down then those who are
more confident complain the pace is too slow.

Teachers should always be creative in finding ways to overcome
the mixed ability issue. Be it through adjustment of course
materials by subtle adaptations and grading or imaginative
regroupings during exercises.



ablets help in educ

® People spend a large amount of time
using tablets in their everyday life, so
we can run across the idea that tablets
are the savior to all things mixed
ability, especially in education.

However, while we're still a long way
from most schools having class sets of
devices, over the last couple of years
we have seen a slow move towards
tablet-based course materials.

There are immediate advantages for
the mixed ability class. Take for
example, a listening lesson. Typically,
it is a listening test.




proving listening skills with
help of tablet
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The teacher establishes context,
does a vari pre-listeni

_—exercises and then presses play.

Playing a few times but generally
working with the class as a whole.

Here’s where the mixed ability
student falls behind: not getting
all the answers and not asking for
it to be played again.
A tablet-based course book and
set of headphones are a step
towards overcoming this.

Since every student has a copy of
the listening, control can be
handed over to them and they can
listen as much as they like (and no
one will know how much they
needed to listen).

¢ > p.126 Grammar Bank 1C. |.carn more about the present
continuous and practise it.

d Look at the pictures on page 4. What are the people wearing?
What are they doing?

4 LISTENING

a "DZM}) Look at the painting of Mr and Mrs Clark and Percy on p.9
and listen to the audio guide. Focus on the people and things in

the painting as they are mentioned

b Listen again. Mark the sentences T (true) or F (false)

I Percy is the name of the cat
2 Mrand Mrs Clark made clothes

for famous pet ‘l‘l"'

3 The painting shows their living

room

B Students can slow
down the audio to
hear each word

clearly, and speed it
B up again.

4 The painting is quite small

5 Celiais pregnant in the painting

b Ozzieis seudents can repeat
\‘H;VL'[ ¥ A A
> The pos S€CtiONS Of the audio
painting to hear them several

8 The opd times.

the love

9 The cat is a symbol of infidelity

10 Celia and Ozzie later goddivorced

i 11 Celiadoesn't like the paiting

12 Ozzie Clark died in 1993

Celia today I
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Quick 5 second rewind
to find the right place.



| Staying on the to cﬁf/
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reading texts is another way
to help some students.

In a class you'll have students
who enjoy reading, some
who enjoy listening and

<urf|ng SUPQI' Stqu some who have difficulty
Students can listen and 431 Octobes 00, Bthay Hamin ety s we bsh hn sres. Ao by Wlth one or bOth

cecded to go wrfing u«a, Eﬂ.ar», 0 spl in the shatiow water, She
read at the same time.  |o s s sl i was s periect 1ed g o the o of e By hvien, e
the big waves noar the sland of ‘:w\:dmbcu toenage sarfers n u»:mm ;o
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shark attack hagpened.

The really incredible thing about Sethany iy that

oAV e A tablet-based course book

7 competition. Lims than a year after the accident she
won first place in & surfing competition in Hawall,

e e Elves them the chance to do
" - oth, giving the students a
choice they wouldn't
necessarily have.

Having the choice makes
such a task more amenable
to a mixed ability class.

Also, it reduces student’s
stress.




Pronunciation

® Inalarge class, it is difficult for a teacher

to be able to hear and react to everyone.
©® A tablet-based course book also gives

v/ The students at appropriate times can record
themselves and listen to their own

every student a voice when it comes to
pronunciation when compared to a model.

working with pronunciation.

v/ Recording also builds the student’s
confidence as it acts as rehearsal time, so if
they are then asked to say something in front
of the class they feel more able to speak.







® There are a number of apps that can be used on a

tablet to achieve this:

socrative

by MasteryConnect




@ Socrative (a student response system) is ar
app that allows a teacher to create exercises
quizzes and games that they can then get
each student to do on their device.

® Astheydoit, Socrative gives feedback on
each student and how they are doing.

TEACHER

® It provides the digital equivalent of ‘Do you
understand?.

® However, unlike when asking the question to
the whole class, feedback is telling you
exactly how each student is doing. Or to put
it another way, the shy struggling student is
not put on the spot in front of everyone.

STUDENT




® In a similar vein, an app such as Nearpod allows a teacher to
create presentations that cater for a mixed ability classroom,
creating lessons that include listening, video and
presentations.

® The presentation is sent to the students’ device and while
they are working the teacher can get instant feedback on how
the student is doing.

® Once a teacher has this feedback, they know who needs what
help and where. They perhaps then can use a tablet’s screen
recording ability to produce personalized instruction.



® As it is mentioned above, working with tablets can help
teacher control every students in a mixed ability classes. Also,
shy students can fully demonstrate their abilities.

We think that if each student will work with the tablet
individually, it will be much more effective than the usual
standard lesson.

We also think that all educational institutions should switch
to such a method of teaching.



