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Fig. 5.3. The temple at ‘Ain Dara in northwestern Syria (type 6) with a broad porch with two
columns, a vestibule, an outer sanctuary, and an inner sanctuary. Note the raised entrance
to each area of the temple, the abundant decoration, and especially the oversized footprints.
From Wightman, Sacred Spaces, fig. 3.20.
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Fig. 4. Iron Age Temple at “Ain Dara.

LEGEND
Ain Dara Temple

Solomon's Temple

1. Monumental Stairway

2. Portico with engaged
columns

3. Delty's footprints

4. Central room

5. Podlum base with
mountain deities

8. Throne room

7. Side corridors

B. Sculpted stelae/pllasters

N o

1. Sollam ( Gen. 28.12) and
ma‘alét ( Eze. 40.49 )

N

Portico with engaged columns
Jachin and Boaz (‘ammudim ba-‘Glam,
| Kgs. 7:18)

@

. Unshod deity of Israel enters temple
vla main portal ( Eze. 43:4 ). See # 8

=

Hekal

o

. Raised débir and cherubim ( throne )
"The place of my throne....the place
for the soles of my feet" ( kappét raglay,
Eze. 43:7)

. Débir, or "Holy of Holies"
. Séla‘st

8. Migra ot ( "offsets," | Kgs.6:8 )
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B TeHn TBOUX KpWUn yKpbiBalOTCA CMEPTHbIE
[TMpyOT OHM OT WeapoT IBOEro goma

N3 pekn oTpag TBOMX Tbl X MNOULLb

10. Begb y Teba NCTOYHUK KN3HW,

N BO cBeTe BOeM Mbl BUOUM CBET.

(Mcantnpb 35:10)
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© Vorderasiatisches Museum - SMB, Foto: Olaf M. TeBmer



The stepped-stone structure, the largest Iron Age structure in Israel, covers the northeastern
slope of the City of David with a mantle of walls and terraces. So massive an edifice must have
supported an imposing structure above it. Many believed that structure was Jerusalem’s fortress;
Mazar suggests that the area just to the north, which she believes was the site of David’s palace,
would have been adjacent to the fortress.
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[ padpPUTN MEeHOPLI, HAUWOEHHOE B
pacKomnkax nog XpamoBOU ropowu.




Odben — NPOCTPaHCTBO MeXay
XpamMoBOU ropoun 1 ropoaom

[laBnaa.
2 [TapannnomeHoH 27:3

» Inmnat Maszap 3onoton k=1, ¢




This .4-inch-wide bulla is inscribed in three lines that read, “Belonging to Yehuchal son of
Shelemiyahu son of Shovi.” The Book of Jeremiah twice mentions a Yehuchal (Jehucal in English
Bibles) son of Shelemiah, indicating that this bulla dates to the late seventh-early sixth century

B.C.E.
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Lawrence Stager of Harvard University:

the existence of the ‘Ain Dara temple proves that
the Biblical description of Solomon’s Temple was
“neither an anachronistic account based on later
temple archetypes nor a literary creation. The plan,
size, date and architectural details fit squarely into
the tradition of sacred architecture from north Syria

(and probably Phoenicia) from the tenth to eighth
centuries B.C.”
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Xpam ConomoHa

1 KINGS 6 KINGS 6

Astructure vas buill arourd the vialls of the Towo ornate wooden doors, overlaid with The niave had ¢ evestory The vestibule was 30 feet (9.1 m) wi
“emole comaining thze levels The lower Sold,separated the inner sanc-.ary window with recessed

chamber was 7.5 feet (. ) wide, the from the nave (1 Kings 6:31 fram

middle chamber vias 9 feet (9 1) wde, and

“re urper chambor was, 105 “cet (3.2 m)

wice (1 Kings b:-6, 8, 10).

7," and the one on the south we

N (1Kings 7:21; cf. 2 Chron 3: r“or burn: cfferings was
5 eeme-‘n«hmzo Teet {3

Ieng 2nd ide (cf 2 Chron 4:1).

The hollow bronze pillar on the noth vzas called
B

Two ornate woaden, folzing

doors, cvailaid with gold,
ted tre nave from the
ule (1 Kirgs 6:33-35)

The inner sanctuary (or Most oly Place) was a 30

ot
(8.1-m) cube (1 Kings 6:15-29; 2 Chron. 3.8-14). Such roums
wer2 often e evated in temples of the ancient Near East. Two
massive golden creruaim were on either s de of the ark, 2ach
15 fest (4.5 m) tall « (4.5-m) wingspans (1 Kirgs
£:23-28). The ark of the covenant was between the two.
cherubim (* <ings 8:1-17; cf 2 Chran. 5:2-14)

SOLOMON’S TEMPLE

The nave (et Holy Place) vias 60 feet (15.3 m} lon2 and 30 feet (9.1 m) z Soloman bagan o duil3 “the hause of the Lorb” in Jerusalem 07 Wo.nt
vice (1 €ings 5:15, 1718 f. 2 Chror. 3:5=7). It cortained the goider < ! - y - - Morah nth sping of 957 o S666.. (1 Kinzs €11, 2 chron. 3
g b 2 T e L
en golden lompstands, fi L3 < : - > 6:35]. The tempe el norincusing the surounding chamoers on thiee
7:48-49; t. 2 Chron. 4:7), S > ) sices, was 80 feet (27.4 m) long, 36 fe=t (9.1 m) wids, 2nd 45 fe
G 3 The “Sea” was ametal basin 7.5 feet (2.3 m) tall and m) high. It resided in the middle of a cour: wiith boundary walls.
. N, o 15 feet (4.5 m) in dizmeter. It held 12,000 gallons.
Ten bronze vhheeled stands and basinsheld : 8
satet o g et v uad o the it d 8 ported by Z\\L@'m'fll}"ﬁfl‘i :a:rr:elc fod a;
offerings {1 Kings 7:27-38; df. 2 Chron. 4:6) > in 2xch direciion (1 Kings 7 23-26, ¢\ 5




