Lecture 2




|. Mechanisms of linguistic
change

Il. OE Vocalism
lll. OE consonant system




Il. OE Vocalism
1) Qualitative changes:
® PG correspondences;
® Anglo-Frisian Brightening and Restoration of a
® OE Breaking;
® Palatalisation;
® l-umlaut;
® U-umlaut, velar umlaut
2) Quantitative changes:
@ Contraction
® Lengthening




lll. OE consonant system

1) West Germanic germination of
consonants

2) Palatalisation and assibilation

3) Voicing and devoicing of
fricatives

4) Metathesis

5) Loss of consonants in some
positions




@All living languages undergo
changes.

® What causes such changes?




©®© 000 0®

geographic or climatic
biological or racial

fashion

minimization of effort

the influence of other languages
human inventions

changes 1n social culture and mor
values




@Qualitative // quantitative,

@Dependent // independent




PG correspondences
® Gth. ai - OE a:
e.g. Gth. stains - OE stan (stone)
® Gth. ei - OE i:
e.g. Gth. meins - OE min (mine)
® Gth. au- OE ea:
® Gth. eu - OE eo:

® Gth. iu - OE io:

for greater understanding go to the chart on
12 [iBaHoBa W.I1., YaxosH JI.T1., benaesa T.

M [IpaKTUKYM NO MCTopMM aHFIMICKOTO A3blKa.
- Cno6., 2005]




® The
underwent a sound change 1n their
development from Proto-Germanic
by which the vowel a was fronted to
2, unless followed by a
(n, m).

Cf. OFE mann and OF deeg




® Later in Old English, short /ze/
(and 1n some dialects long /2:/ as
well), was backed to /a/ when
there was a (a, 0, u)

in the following syllable.

Cf. Daeg¢ and dagas




A

@ Nominative  dag dag s
@ Accusative deg daeg

@ Genitive deges daga

@ Dative deege dag m

For further references see pg. 76 //
Rastorguyeva T. A. A History of
English. - M.: Vyssaja Skola, 2003. -
347 p.)




® 1t 1S of short
vowels before certain consonant

clusters (before r, I, h + consonant
and before h final).

® It 1s vowels a and e that underwent
fracture.




@ Gth. kalds — WS ceald

For further references see pg. 78-80 //
Rastorguyeva T. A. A History of English. - M.:
VysSaja Skola, 2003. - 347 p.




® It is mostly carried out in the West
Saxon and Kentish dialects and

@ the Anglian dialects have unbroken
vowels

@ Cf. WS and Kentish ceald “cold” and
the Anglian dialects cald

@ Breaking produced a new set of
vowels in OE = the short [ea] and
[eo].




® OE vowels also change under the
influence of the initial

7 [il. ¢ [K’] and cluster sc
sc’].
® As a result of palatalization the vowel
[e] and [&] are diphthongized. E.g.:

OF -« Emu > OF sceamu ‘shame’

For further references see pg. 78-80 // Rastorguyeva 1. A. A
History of English. - M.: Vyssaja Skola, 2003. - 347 p.)




® It was a series of changes to
vowels which took place when there
was an  or 1n the following
syllable.

® Subsequently, the  or
disappeared, or changed to e.




Tendency [0 a swmmelrical darrgogement orf dipniinongs i the vowekl sysiem, wihilch
wwas nevetr fully realised at the phonemic level.

Palatal Mutation

§ 124. The OFE tendency to positional vowel change is most apparent
in the process termed *“mutation~. Mutation is the change of ocne vowel
to another through the influence of a vowel in the succeeding syllable.

Table 4
) Palatal Muatation
i Change illustrated Examples
Yowels
s Gt or O
rior oo Muatakad OF lzataad
Rafmat "Veddl | ovithont pmatan | CLASET e
o Gt mats mete et
a } C CE sala, Gt sal | sellan sale, seil
> 3an
Gt sandijan sendan send
a: a: OE lar, Gt lais- 1®ran ‘leaching”, ‘teach”
jan o
OE an aniz orne, arngy -
o e OE dohtor dehter daughter (Nom.
and Dat. sg)
| O € QI boc bec ook, books
OFE doam doaarrt
Gt gadomjan déman deern
u Y QE fulil Feeli
Gt fulljan fyilan Fikd
(34 Y OE mus mys rmouse, mice
ca e OE eald jeldra old, eider
ec QE {eoy fierra far, farther
ezt } ic: OE zeléaia belief,
eo: ) Gt galzubjan zelielan trelieve
CE Déod elpiediz adf ‘tribe’, ‘of a iribe’
|

840




® Front mutation made considerable
changes 1n the of

English.
® Examples of 1-umlaut 1n Mod
English: food and feed, goose and

geese, tooth and teeth, blood and
bleed, man and men.




1-umlaut led to the appearance of
new vowels:

® [y] and [y:] arose from palatal
mutation;

® Diphthongs [1e] and [1¢:]

@ For further references see pg. 80-82 //
Rastorguyeva T. A. A History of English.

- M.: VysSaja Skola, 2003. - 347 p.)




o It was the diphthongization caused
by an unstressed back vowel (
) 1n the following syllable, when
only a single consonant intervened.




®1>10 h ra > hiora (their)
@e>eo h fon > heofon

@a>ea S ru>searu(armour)

@ For further references see pg. 82 //
Rastorguyeva T. A. A History of English. -

M.: VysSaja Skola, 2003. - 347 p.




@Contraction
@Lengthening




@e/x + h+ vowel = ea

®eo0 +h + vowel =eo




o Vowels were lengthened before
the clusters

® Ct. b ndan > bindan

@ Cild > cild but = because
the cluster is followed by another
consonant




@ In classical Old English
there were
and seven
corresponding short
vowels.







Perhaps the most obvious
difference between Old
English and present-day
English is the existence in
the former of geminate
consonants.

1) West Germanic
germination of consonants




® In all WG languages at an early
stage of their independent
history, most consonants were
lengthened after a short vowel
before [j]. This process is known
as WG germination or doubling of
consonants, the resulting long
consonants are indicated by
means of double letters:

e.g. fuljan > OE fyllan.




® The change didn’t affect the
sonorant [r],

e.g. OE werian;
® nhor did it operate if the

consonant was preceded by a
long vowel

e.g. OE demjan - OE déman




® The process by which the velar
consonant is fronted is called
palatalisation

® The velar consonants [k, g, X, Y]
were palatalized before a front
vowel (e, |, vy).

e.g. OE cild [k] was softened to
[k’] as it stood before the front
vowel [i].




® In a similar way, the cluster sc, as in
scip (ship), became palatalized;

® By the 9th century, however, the
new palatal stops had developed
into the palato-alveolar affricates.
The affricate development is usually
called assibilation.

e.g. OE cild [k] was softened to [k’] at
it stood before the front vowel [i].
in Late OE it may have reached the

stage of [tf]




® In the meantime the PG set of voiceless
fricatives [f,0, X, s] was subjected to a
new process of voicing and devoicing.

@ In early OE they became or remained
voiced intervocally (between vowels),
sonorants and voiced consonants; they
became or remained voiceless in other
environments, namely, initially, finally
and next to other voiceless consonants:




@e.g. OE cwedan [0] between
vowels and OE cwaed [O] at the
end of the word;

® OE Nom, Acc case - wif, Gen -
wifes

® OE spelling does not distinguish
between voiced and voiceless
fricatives.




® Metathesis is a phonetic
change which consists in two
sounds exchanging their
places. It most frequently
affects the consonant r and
the vowel in the following
words:

e.g. pridda > pirda (third).




® Nasal consonants were lost before
fricative consonants (h, f, s, p): in
the process the preceding vowel
was probably nasalized and
lengthened.

e.g. Gt. fimf, OE fif
® Palatal 3 is occasionally dropped
before d and n, the preceding

vowel is lengthened:
e.g. fri3nan > frinan (ask)




OE CONSONANT SYSTEM

@ For further references see pg. 85-90 //
Rastorguyeva T. A. A History of English. - M.
Vyssaja Skola, 2003. - 347 p.




