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 "Schools and schoolmasters", he later wrote, were "prisons and turnkeys in which 
children are kept to prevent them disturbing and chaperoning their parents."

 In 1881, for the sake of economy, and increasingly as a matter of principle, he 
became a vegetarian.

The mid 1880s marked a turning point in Shaw's life, both personally and professionally: 
he lost his virginity, had two novels published, and began a career as a critic. [He had 
been celibate until his twenty-ninth birthday, when his shyness was overcome by Jane 
(Jenny) Patterson, a widow some years his senior. Their affair continued, not always 
smoothly, for eight years. Shaw's sex life has caused much speculation and debate among 
his biographers, but there is a consensus that the relationship with Patterson was one of 
his few non-platonic romantic liaisons.

In 1898, as a result of overwork, Shaw's health broke down. He was nursed by Charlotte 
Payne-Townshend , a rich Anglo-Irish woman whom he had met through the Webbs. The 
previous year she had proposed that she and Shaw should marry. He had declined, but 
when she insisted on nursing him in a house in the country, Shaw, concerned that this 
might cause scandal, agreed to their marriage. The ceremony took place on 1 June 1898, 
in the register office in Covent Garden .The bride and bridegroom were both aged 
forty-one.

He died at the age of ninety-four of renal failure precipitated by injuries incurred when falling while pruning a tree. He was cremated at 
Golders Green Crematorium on 6 November 1950. His ashes, mixed with those of Charlotte, were scattered along footpaths and around the 
statue of Saint Joan in their garden.

Bernard Shaw was fond of boxing and even played in the competition. This was told in detail journalist and writer Benny Greene in his 
book "Champions of Show", published in 1979 in London. Shaw has performed at middleweight.


