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~Yuri Gagarm ]omed the: Sov1et air force i in 1955 and graduatedf_"~

~“with honors from the Sov1et Air Academy in 1957. Soon he

became a pﬂot ﬁghter By 1959 he had been. selected a

member of the cosmonaut group. for cosmonaut trammg
Yun Gagann flew only one space m1ss1on




In many countrles of the World 1n almost all cont1nents people

- always remember the1r first cosmonaut (ot an astronaut ora

e N ta1konaut— they are called drfferently) |
Who Were they - these ﬁrst d1scoverers of the Un1verse°




.'Yur1 Alekseyev1ch Gagarln (1934 1968) is the Sov1et cosmonaut who
~ - 'was the ﬁrst person in the world to fly into space. Speakmg in terms
‘of continents he is the first European astronaut. All Russian people .
are endlessly proud of this heroic man and h1s deeds. He is 2 real

' hero of out country iy




On Apml 12 1961 he became the 1" man to orb1t the Earth.
Gagarm s spacecraft ;. «Vostok 1» circled the Earth. at a speed of 27
: 400 kilometers pet hour‘ The ﬂ1ght lasted 108 minutées. At the h1ghest.
©  point Gagann was about 327 kilometers above the Earth. Yur1 |
Gagann is often called «Columbus. of- the Cosmos» He died on.
March 27, 1968 in a plane crash near Moscow At the. time of his -
trag1c death. Yur1 Gagatiti was ix tra1n1ng for the second space

' ~ mission;’ 3




The first astronaut of the contlnent North Amerlca e

.. - 'was-a crtlzen Of the USA ‘Al Shepard (1923-1998) He |
AR ‘ Was an astronaut of NASA .




. AI Shepard was one of seven astronauts selected by NASA in Apr|I 1959

" to fly'aboard the spacesh|p « I\/Iercury» The hlghest professlonallsm and
- .other qualltles allowed: h|m to become the first American astronaut
it Later ne. became the onIy astronaut of «I\/Iercury» to set foot on the
' - moon. Pty P




.' -Pham Tuan (1947) 1S the first astronaut from the
iy contlnent As1a. He is from V1etnam S




e On the 7th of December, 1972 durrng the «Chrrstmas o
Fe .bomblng» of North V1etnam by U S. a1rcraft Pham Tuan shot a2
.down a B-52 bombet of the USA. It was the only aerial VlCtOl'y &

" of North Vretnam air force durrng the war in V1etnam Pham ;
i Tuan was awarded the t1t1e Hero of the Armed Forces of the et
| | DR\L




by & It was assumed that Pontes would make his ﬁrst space ﬂrght aboard the
' American shuttle in 2001 However the problems with NASA's budget and |
. _delay in the preparation of: the Brazilian equipment fot the station caused a
=S -.'postpone of this planned fhght till 2003 After the disaster of" «Columb1a» in’
L February 2003 all shuttle ﬂ1ghts were: cancelled Thus Pontes S ﬂ1ght wasin
o . i Y | questlon ' e '




In 1979, Pham Tuan was’ chosen to take part in the Sov1et programme 8
' «Intercosmos». After series of tra1n1ngs, he part1C1pated in a flight
aboard the «Soyuz-37», «SOyuz -38» and the orbital station «Salyut -6».
© He made his first flight on the 23" of July, 1980. On the 31% of July
| _..1980 he was awarded the title of the Hero of the Sov1et Unlon and on.
'~ ~the 1% of August he got the title of thé Hero, of Labour of the Soaahst -
- ' Repubhc of V1etnam ' | R i
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Marcos Cesar Pontes 1s an astronaut from the contlnent South Amerlca,
~from Brazﬂ He is one of the most experrenced Braz111an pilots, He has
floyvn 20 dlfferent types..of _a_1rcraft, has over 1900 fhght .hours._ e ¢

\

e In June 1998 Marcos CeSar Pontes was sent to. NASA where he tra1ned fora .
' space fllght In December 2000 he wds officrally announced a NASA by
‘ astronaut ; :




'...In 2005 Brazﬂ and Russ1a 31gned an agreement on 301ent1ﬁc 5
e and technlcal cooperatmn. This agreement gave: Pontes the
. opportumty to méke a space flight. In 2006 he made his 1%

b ﬂ1ght So a representatwe of one more contlnent flew 1nto

space., !
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On Sth of May 2002 he returned to the Earth In order to
- part1c:1pate in the ﬂlght Shuttleworth had to undergo one .
. :"_year of tra1n1ng and preparatlon  including seven- months n .
' Y «Zvezdny gorodok» v T

| don't expect my flight to produce a
generation of astronauts and
cosmonauts back home, but | hope
it will encourage people to pursue
their dreams.

— Mark Shutllewsrth —

AZ QUOTES




The representatlve of Afrlca Mark Rlchard Shuttleworth (1973) is not
exactly an astronaut Indeed he was the second space tourrst in the -

| worId Thls successful busmessman pursued his dream and flew |nto
o space Thus the Afrlcan contlnent also has its representatlve who saw
| our planet from the spaceshlp




Shuttleworth galned worldw1de fame on 25" of Aprll 2002 He flew into
+“space on board the ship «Union' TM-34», having paid. almost 20 mllllon o
12 dollars for th1s journey. Two days later, the «Soyuz»’ arrived at the -
| international s pace statlon. Shuttleworth spent there eight days e

2 ."part1c1pat1ng in scientific eXperlments related to. stindies of the. genome and o
R the acqu1red immune deﬁc1ency syndrome | -
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'-T'These are. only few people out of long list of 525 cosmonauts. ‘

- .We are espec1ally proud of" the fact that 111 cosmonauts are

e Russlan. They faced challenges but kept headlng for the top
i Thelr nhames are 1mmortal They are real heroes




