Passive Voice
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Reasons for using the Passive

We often use the passive when we want to talk about an action rather than the person or
thing that does the action. We do this when

it doesn’t matter who does the action:

The votes will be counted at the end of the meeting.

Have the parcels been delivered?

we know or can guess who does the action:

Here’s your skirt. It’s been dry-cleaned. (obviously by the dry cleaner’s)

I brought my car to your garage yesterday. Has it been repaired yet? (by the garage)

we don’t know, or we don’t want to say who does the action:

My bicycle has been stolen! (I don’t know who stole it.)

I see the washing-up hasn’t been done again! (I don’t want to say who hasn’t done it.)
we want to talk about general feelings or beliefs

The building is believed to date from the thirteenth century. (Most people believe this.)
we want to be polite or we are in a formal situation:

Have the reports been typed yet? (more polite than Have you typed the reports yet?)

" Your application will be assessed by the manager. (more formal than The manager will

assess your application.)




Changing from the active to the passive:

e the object of the active sentence becomes the subject in the passive
sentence

e the active verb remains in the same tense but changes into a passive
form

e the subject of the active sentence becomes the agent, and is either
introduced with the preposition by or is omitted.

Subject Verb Object
ACTIVE The chef was cooking spaghetti.
Subject Verb Agent

PASSIVE Spaghetti was being cooked by the chef.



The Passive Voice

Grammar Tense Active Voice Passive Voice

Present V (s) am, is, are + V5

Past vV, was, were + V3

Future will V will be + V5
Continuous  §g .1 am, is, are + Ving am, is, are being + V;

Past was, were Ving was, were being + V;

Future will be Ving He ynorpe6nsiercs
Perfect Present have , has V3 have, has been + V3

Past had V; had been +V;

Future will have V5 will have been + V;




The Passive Form of Modals and Phrasal Modals

Passive form: modal* + be + past participle

(@) Tom will be invited to the picnic.

(b) The window can’t be opened.

(c) Children should be taught to respect their elders.

(d) May | be excused  from class?

(e) This book had better be returned  to the library before Friday.
(f) This letter ought to be sent before June 1st.

(g) Mary has to be told about our change in plans.
(h) Fred is supposed to be told about the meeting.

Past-passive form: modal + have been + past participle

(i) The letter should have been sent last week.
(j) This house must have been built over 200 years ago.
(k) Eric couldn’t have been offered the job.

(1 Jil ought to have been invited to the party.



BonpocurenbHas dopma oopazyemca nymém neperoca (nepeoco)
GCLOMO2AMETBLHO20 271A20d HA MECHIO Neped Nnoo1eHcauiuM,
Hanpumep:

When was the work done?

Has the work been done?

|

OTpunarebHas popMa 0oOpazyemca ¢ HOMOULLI0O OMPULAHUA NOT,
KOMOopoe CHaeumca nocie nepeozo 6CHOMo2ame1bHO20 21d2od,
Hanpumep: |
The work was not done last weelk.

The work will not done tomorrow.




Ecmm B 000poTax co cTpagare/IbHBIM 32/10T0M YKa3aH
NPON3BOAITE/Ib IeliCTBIA, TO B PYCCKOM fA3bIKe OH
0003HAYA€TCHA TBOPHTE/IHbHBIM I1A/1€7K0M, 2 B AHIVIHIICKOM eMY
mpeaiiecTByYeT mperior by.

The salad was made by Ann.

Jomommenne ¢ mpeastorom With Beipazkaer opvine reiicTBiig:




le[ InepeBoac CTPpaIaTe/IbHOI'O 3410I'a Ha p}’CCI‘\’lﬂUI A3BIK BO3MO/KHbBI
CICAYIOUIIC BapIHIAHTHI:

1. Kpamkaa ¢hopma npuuacmuii cmpadamenvHozo 3a102a
I am invited to a party.
S npIIALIEH HA Beve PIHKY.

2. Inazonwl, okanuuearwuiue Ha -ca-

All observations were made by a team of famous scientists.
Bce HaOmoeHIA NP OBOTILTICH TPYIITOH 3 HAMEHITHIX YY€HBIX.
3. Heonpeoenéuno-muunsie npednoxnceHusA ( 3mom cnocoo nepeeood
NPUMEHUM JULDb 6 MeX CIYUUAAX, eC/IU NPOU3E00UMeNb 0CUCHIGUA 6
AH2TUUCKOM CIMPAOAMETbHOM 3A7102€ He YHOMAHY ).

We were asked to come as early as possible.
Hac nmonpociuni mpimiTi Kak MOKHO paHbIIIe.




Verbs with two objects

With these verbs, e.g. give, offer, buy ,tell, read , there are two ways of forming
the passive.

e The ‘person’ object becomes the subject of the passive verb:
subllect obiect
Amanda was given first prize  (by the judges).
Sylvia is going to be offered anew job  (by her boss).
The children  were bought  a new kitten  (by their aunt).
e The ‘thing’ object becomes the subject of the passive verb, and we put to or for in front
of the ‘person’ object:
First prize was given to (by the judges).
A new job is going to be offered to lvic (by her boss).
A new kitten was bought for ~ the children (by their aunt).




S T S B TS o G T 3 B & ISR
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e With verbs which take two objects such as bring, ¢ To ask questions in the passive, we invert the verb

tell, send, show, teach, promise, buy, throw, and the subject. Has he painted the fence yet? Has
write, award, hand, sell, owe, grant, allow, pass, the fence been painted yet?
post, read, take, offer, give, pay and lend we can ¢ When we want to find out who or what did
make two different passive sentences. something, then the passive question form is as
active: Henry gave me a wedding invitation. follows: Who/What ... by? Who was the telephone
passive: a) | was given a wedding invitation by Henry. invented by? What was the damage caused by?
(more usual) e The verbs hear, help, see and make are followed by
b) A wedding invitation was given to me by the infinitive without to in the active but by the to-
Henry. (less usual) infinitive in the passive.
* When the verb of the active sentence is followed by active: They saw her open the door.
a preposition, the preposition follows immediately passive: She was seen to open the door.
after the verb in the passive. e Let becomes be allowed to in the passive.
active: They charged him with the crime. active: They don't let you touch the exhibits.

passive: He was charged with the crime. passive: You aren’t allowed to touch the exhibits.




The Passive with Get

Get + Adjective

(@) I'm getting hungry. Let's eat soon. Qet may be followed b_y certain ad]et_:tives. Get_gives the

(b) | stopped working because | got sleepy idea of change — the idea of becoming, beginning to be,
' growing to be.

In {a): I'm getting hungry = | wasn't hungry before, but

now I'm beginning to be hungry.

Common adjectives that follow get

angry cold hungry quiet
anxious comfortable late ready
bald dark light rich
better dizzy mad ripe
big easy nervous serious
busy empty noisy sick
chilly famous old sleepy




Get + Past Participle

(c) |stopped working because | got tired. Get may also be followed by a past participle. The past
(d) They are getting married next month participle functions as an adjective; it describes the
i subject.

The passive with getis common in spoken English, but
not in formal writing.

Common past participles with get

get accepted (for, into) get dressed (in) get invited (to)

get accustomed to get drunk (on) get involved (in, with)
get acquainted (with) get elected (to) get Killed (by, with)
get arrested (for) get engaged (to) get lost (in)

get bored (with) get excited (about) get married (to)

get confused (about) get finished (with) get prepared (for)
get crowded (with) get fixed (by) get scared (of)

get divorced (from) get hurt (by) get sunburned

get done (with) get interested (in) get worried (about)




to have
something done

every five years. | use a local
company. They're very good.

Zm

E have my house pain once

Use

When you have something done, someone does it for you. It is usually a service that you pay
someone to do because it is their job.

I have my hair cut every six weeks. (by the hairdresser)

Carol has her house painted once every five years. (by professional painters)

How often do you have your car checked? (by the garage)

We don'’t usually say who does the action. But if we say this, we use by:
Paula has her hair cut by Sergio at the hairdresser’s in the high street.

In everyday English, we can also say get something done:
I'm going to get my hair cut tomorrow.

Don’t forget to get the car checked.




to have something done

Present simple She cleans the house once a week. She has the house cleaned once a week.
Present continuous | She is cleaning the house at the moment. | She is having the house cleaned at the moment.
Past simple She cleaned the house yesterday. She had the house cleaned yesterday.

Past continuous

She was cleaning the house at 2 o’clock
yesterday.

She was having the house cleaned at 2 o’clock
yesterday.

Future simple

She will clean the house tomorrow.

She will have the house cleaned tomorrow.

Present perfect | She has just cleaned the house. She has just had the house cleaned.
Present perfect cont.| She has been cleaning the house all morning.| She has been having the house cleaned all morning.
: She had cleaned the house before Mark She had had the house cleaned before Mark
Past perfect
came home from work. came home from work.
She had been cleaning the house all She had been having the house cleaned all
Past present cont. : ;
morning. morning. o
Infinitives She wants to clean the house. She wants to have the house cleaned.
-ing forms It’s worth cleaning the house. It’s worth having the house cleaned.
Modals We can clean the house now. We can have the house cleaned now.




The verbs think, believe, say, report, know, expect, consider, fmderstand, etc. are used in the following passive
patterns in personal and impersonal constructions.

active: People believe that he lied to the police.

passive: a) subject (person) + passive verb + to-infinitive (personal construction) He is believed to have lied to
the police.

b) It + passive verb + that-clause (impersonal construction) It is believed (that) he lied to the police.




Common Non-Progressive Passive Verbs

+ Prepositions

(a) I'm interested in Greek culture. Many non-progressive verbs are followed by prepositions
(b) He's worried about losing his job. othar than by,
be concerned be composed be acquainted
be excited about be made of be associated
be worried be tired be cluttered
be discriminated  against be frightened Eg g’:r““e’ded
be known ) g‘; f‘ca.rﬁeedd } ofiby be equipped [ with
be prepared ik be filled
be quallfled > for be accustomed ) be finished
be remembered be addicted be pleased
be well known | be committed be provided
be divorced v be connected be satisfied |
be dedicated
be exhausted v from be devoted be annoyed
be gone i be bored ith/b
be protected be engaged 2 e i
A be exposed be covered
be dressed be limited
be interested in be married
be located be opposed
be disappointed } T e Tejatad
be involved

—



Examples of infinitive forms

Present infinitive active to work, to do
Present continuous to be working, to be doing

infinitive active
Perfect infinitive active to have worked, to have done

Perfect continuous to have been working, to have
infinitive active been doing

Present infinitive passive to be done

Perfect infinitive passive to have been done




