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the Human Rights Council — the top

UN human rights body — formally
recognised the human right to a safe,
clean, healthy and sustainable
environment. This is a major
achievement forenvironmental and
human rights advocates.

I N the early hours of the 9th October,

The concept of a “human right to a
healthy environment’” was first outlined
iNn the Draft Declaration of Principles of
Human Rights and the Environment,
submitted to the UN by Special
Rapporteur Fatma Zohra Ksentini in




The concept of a “human right to a
healthy environment’ was first outlined
iNn the Draftt Declaration of Principles of
Human Rights and the Environment,
submitted to the UN by Special
Rapporteur Fatma Zohra Ksentini in
1994, Since then, Australianmn NGOs have
been advocating that the right to a
healthy environment be recognised as a
human right — both in international law
and in Australian laws. This includes
ongoing advocacy by legal groups like
Australian Lawyers for Human Rights,
and non—legal NGOs like the Climate
and Health Alliance Australia, as well as



So, what is the hurrmnaxan
right to a health v
environrrmnent?

The recent resolution passed by thhe

Human Rights Council states: “the right
To a safe, clean, healthy and sustainable
environmient [is] a human right that is
iMmportant forthe enjoyment of human
rights?’. Thhere are tvwo core ideas thhat
flovw from this definition .

T he first, is that all people possess thhe
right to a healthy environment. By virtue
of beimng a human being you have rights,
ranging from thhe right to a fair trial to thhe
right to education. You do mnot earnm
human rights amnd they camnmnot be taken
avway from you. We all have the right to a
healthy environm ent — we are ovwed a
healthy environment inmn our immediate
vicinity, so that each of us as iINndividuals
can live safely, and vwe are ovwved a
healthy global environm ent, so that our
global society canmn thrive.l



The second, is that a healthy
environment is a necessary foundation
for the achievement of other human

rights. Forexample, we all have the right
to life, but environmnm ental harms, like

NnNatural disasters or pollution, severely
iImpact that right. We, as a collective
society, camnnot protect the right to life
unless we have a healthy and safe
environment. In essence, we are all
‘ecologically embedded beings’ — we
exist within courenvironment, we

breathe air, wwe drink water, we go for
our daily walk to overcome lockdowvvn
anxxiety. Ifourenvironment is seriously

polluted or unsafe — thenmn all our human
rights are at risk.






So, what can vou do?

Last week’s recognition by the UN was
the product of commmunity campaigning,
and future wins that actively protect our
right to a healthy environment will also
be driven by our community. Now is the
time to get involved. Join a local
emissions—reduction group or support
Indigenous—led campaigns to protect
our iconic ecosystems. Call or email
your local representatives pushing for
the right to a healthy environment to be
protected in Australian law.



‘THANK YOU FOR ATTENTION



