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  ЕГЭЕГЭ



Правила пользования симулятором для подготовки к устной части 
по английскому языку ЕГЭ (задание 1)

1. Вы включаете аудиозапись на своем компьютере
2. Вы выбираете любое задание из 20, кликаете по нужной кнопке и по гиперссылке  переходите на 

слайд с выбранным заданием
3. Чтобы приступить к выполнению задания необходимо кликнуть по опции «Task 1. Click to start»
4. В верхнем левом углу появится окно «Время на подготовку» и с  этого момента начинается отсчет 

времени. Время подготовки -  1.5 минуты. За это время вам нужно подготовить чтение текста
5. Через полторы минуты появится окно «Время на ответ» и вы начинаете читать вслух предложенный 

текст, соблюдая все нормы произношения и интонационный рисунок английского предложения. 
Время чтения текста - 1.5 минуты

6. За 10 секунд до окончания времени, отведенного на ответ, вы будете предупреждены о том, что 
время заканчивается (красное окно «Осталось 10 секунд» в верхней части экрана)

7. По истечении отведенного на ответ времени (1.5 минуты) текст задания исчезнет с экрана вашего 
компьютера и появится окно «Time is over»

8. Если вы закончили читать раньше отведенного времени, вы имеете возможность завершить ответ, 
кликнув по окну «Досрочно закончить ответ»

9. Для того чтобы вернуться на страницу с заданиями необходимо кликнуть по       ,  для перехода к 
следующему заданию по                             , к предыдущему – по 

11. Во  время подготовки и во время ответа пользоваться какими-либо записями запрещено
12. По окончании ответа не забудьте удостовериться, что ваш ответ записался на компьютер
13. Старайтесь  читать ясно и четко, не делать необоснованные паузы. Так вы сможете  получить один 

балл
14. Если вы испытали  затруднения  в чтении или в переводе отдельных слов, встретившихся в текстах, 

вы можете найти некоторые из них в  разделе «Reference Section» (сайды 25-26) или обратиться к 
словарю, но сделать это желательно после того, как вы попробовали прочитать текст 
самостоятельно. После работы со словарем прочитайте текст еще раз

15. Симулятор позволяет работать с каждым текстом любое количество раз. Главное – добиться 
безошибочного чтения и уложиться в отведенное время

16. Симулятором можно пользоваться как при самостоятельной подготовке к ЕГЭ, так и под              
руководством преподавателя 

                                                                     Желаем успеха!
Перейти к тренировке

Пропустить тренировку
Перейти к заданиям

Следующее задание Предыдущее задание



Before reading the exam tasks let’s  revise 
some reading skills 

What do you   think is the most stressful and dangerous    job in  Britain?
Is it a police  officer, a  detective or a news  reporter?  Well, statistics   say it is a London
taxi  driver.
It is a really hard  job as traffic is getting  worse.
If we sit in a traffic jam for a few  minutes, we start feeling  nervous and  irritated.   But
 imagine you had to do that every  day as your   job!
And you have to remain careful and  attentive in spite of   everything.
London taxi drivers have to have a good   memory to be able to take a traveller from A to
   B  without looking at the  map or asking for  directions.

      восходящий тон
      нисходящий тон   
      соединительный звук [r]
      пауза
      конец предложения   

Перейти к заданиям

Reading task 1/0. Click to start
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Task 1/1. Imagine that you are preparing a project with your friend. You have found 
some interesting material for the presentation and you want to read this text to 
your friend. You have 1.5 minutes to read the text silently, then be ready to read it 
out aloud. You will not have more than 1.5 minutes to read it.

The Earth spins round and round in space. While the sun is shining on one side of the 
earth, it is dark on the other side. The earth takes twenty-four hours to spin right round.
There are twenty-four time zones in the world. The time is different in each zone. If you 
travel round the world, you must change the time on your watch. If you travel east, you 
must put your watch forwards. If you travel west, you must put your watch backwards. 
Today we use clocks and watches to tell the time but what did people use in the past?
Methods for keeping approximate track of time date from antiquity. Many  ancient 
Egyptians used the sun to tell the time. Some people used sand. Some people used 
water to tell the time.  The first true mechanical clock emerged in the 14th century in 
Europe. In the 16th and 17th centuries people began to use small metal wheels to make 
clocks and watches. At first they only had one hand to show the hours. Later they had 
another hand to show the minutes. 

Время на 
подготовку

Время на 
ответ

Осталось 
10 секунд!

Reading task 1/1. Click to startTime is over

Следующее заданиеДосрочно закончить ответ



Task 1/2. Imagine that you are preparing a project with your friend. You have found 
some interesting material for the presentation and you want to read this text to 
your friend. You have 1.5 minutes to read the text silently, then be ready to read it 
out aloud. You will not have more than 1.5 minutes to read it.

Everybody  knows that cats love sleeping. They spend half of their lives asleep and 
enjoy every minute of it. Other animals have very different sleeping habits, however. For 
example, some  horses may not look like they  are asleep, but they are! Horses only 
spend three hours asleep a day and they do it standing up! Fish sleep for about seven 
hours but they too have strange habits – they don’t close their eyes to sleep. So, what 
about people? Most  of  us sleep for about a third of our lives. But the number of hours 
we sleep depend on the age. Newborn babies sleep a lot – about seventeen hours in 
every twenty four. Children need about eleven hours and grown-ups sleep for about 
eight hours every night. But you’re not just asleep – you’re not really doing nothing.  A lot 
happens during sleep. Dreams are one way that the mind rests after a busy day.

Reading task 1/2. Click to start

Время на 
подготовку

Время на 
ответ

Осталось 
10 секунд!

Time is over

Следующее заданиеПредыдущее заданиеДосрочно закончить ответ



Task 1/3. Imagine that you are preparing a project with your friend. You have found 
some interesting material for the presentation and you want to read this text to 
your friend. You have 1.5 minutes to read the text silently, then be ready to read it 
out aloud. You will not have more than 1.5 minutes to read it.

Stonehenge is a prehistoric monument standing on a high flat plain in the west of 
England. It has been standing there for more than 4,000 years. It is a huge circle of very 
large stones and there are smaller stones inside the circle. 
There were three main building phases. The first circle was made of timber. Then  the 
builders gave up timber in favour of stone. Most of the construction took place between 
2640 and 2480 BC. How did the people move these stones? Perhaps they pulled the big 
stones on sledges. The Egyptians did this when they built the pyramids. Or perhaps they 
put the stones on the rafts and floated them down the rivers.
No one knows who built Stonehenge or why they built it. Perhaps it was a temple. 
Perhaps it was a calendar. During the summer solstice, the sunrise lines up with some of 
the stones in a particular way. In Egypt and South America, similar ancient buildings can 
be found. They also show the time of the solstice. But nobody knows exactly. 

Время на 
подготовку

Время на 
ответ

Осталось 
10 секунд!

Reading task 1/3. Click to startTime is over

Предыдущее задание Следующее заданиеДосрочно закончить ответ



Task 1/4. Imagine that you are preparing a project with your friend. You have found 
some interesting material for the presentation and you want to read this text to 
your friend. You have 1.5 minutes to read the text silently, then be ready to read it 
out aloud. You will not have more than 1.5 minutes to read it.

In autumn you can see large flocks of birds flying from Russia to warmer countries. In 
the spring, they come back. Migration is the periodic seasonal movement of birds.
The main routes connect Europe and Africa, Europe and South-Eastern Asia and 
Australia, North and South America. How do we know about these routes? Scientists 
study birds. They catch birds, place small bands with numbers on the birds’ legs and 
then let the birds fly away.  Some of these banded birds are caught again. The band tells 
about the route.
Some birds fly very quickly and they can feed on the wing. They migrate in the daytime.  
Swallows and swifts do this. Cuckoos fly during the night and rest and feed during the 
day. Swimming birds can fly both during the day and night.
How long can birds fly for without  a stop? The tiny hummingbird weighs only about as 
much as a small coin. But it has powerful wings. It flies 1,000 kilometres in 24 hours 
without a stop! You may think it impossible but other small birds can fly non-stop for up 
to 90 hours!

Время на 
подготовку

Время на 
ответ

Осталось 
10 секунд!

Reading task 1/4. Click to startTime is over

Предыдущее задание Следующее заданиеДосрочно закончить ответ



Task 1/5. Imagine that you are preparing a project with your friend. You have found 
some interesting material for the presentation and you want to read this text to 
your friend. You have 1.5 minutes to read the text silently, then be ready to read it 
out aloud. You will not have more than 1.5 minutes to read it.

Father’s Day is an occasion to honour your dad and express gratitude for his love and 
support. Most countries including the US, the UK and Canada celebrate Father’s Day on 
the third Sunday of June.
The idea of celebrating Father’s Day was suggested by Mrs Sonora Louise Smart Dodd 
in 1909. Mrs Dodd’s father, William Smart, was widowed when his wife died in childbirth. 
However, Mr Smart was not afraid of obvious hardships so he proceeded to raise the 
newborn along with his five other children by himself.
Only when Sonora Dodd became an adult did she realize the strength and selflessness 
her father had shown in raising his children as a single parent.
President Wilson approved of the festival in 1916 but it was President Johnson who 
signed a Proclamation declaring the celebration of Father’s Day in 1966. Since then, 
father’s Day has become a hugely popular festival.
Nowadays it is celebrated all over the world.
                                        

Время на 
подготовку

Время на 
ответ

Осталось 
10 секунд!

Reading task 1/5. Click to start

Time is over

Предыдущее задание Следующее заданиеДосрочно закончить ответ



Task 1/6. Imagine that you are preparing a project with your friend. You have found 
some interesting material for the presentation and you want to read this text to 
your friend. You have 1.5 minutes to read the text silently, then be ready to read it 
out aloud. You will not have more than 1.5 minutes to read it.

Roller skating is gliding over a surface on roller skates. It is necessary to have specially 
designed footwear with wheels built onto a boot, two at the front of the boot and two at 
the heel. An adaptation of ice skating, roller skating is popular throughout the world. 
People roller skate outside on paths and roads, and inside in rinks.
The four main types of competition in roller skating have traditionally been artistic 
skating, speed skating, roller hockey and roller derby. Artistic skating is similar to figure 
skating and ice dancing with a partner. Athletes perform graceful turns, spins and jumps. 
In speed-skating contests, skaters race to finish a course first. Competitions take place 
at various distances. Roller hockey is played informally or on special  rinks, according to  
rules similar to those of ice hockey. Roller derby, a contact sport that involves teams of 
skaters racing around  an oval track, died out in the 1970s. When it was revived in the 
1990s, athletes used in-line skates.

Время на 
подготовку

Время на 
ответ

Осталось 
10 секунд!

Reading task 1/6. Click to startTime is over

Предыдущее задание Следующее заданиеДосрочно закончить ответ



Task 1/7. Imagine that you are preparing a project with your friend. You have found 
some interesting material for the presentation and you want to read this text to 
your friend. You have 1.5 minutes to read the text silently, then be ready to read it 
out aloud. You will not have more than 1.5 minutes to read it.
Corals are tiny animals that live in warm seas. Each coral animal makes a little cup and 
lives inside it. When the coral animal dies, another coral grows on the cup. Slowly they 
get bigger and bigger. They make wonderful shapes. Some look like trees, others look 
like flowers.
When many corals grow in the same place they make a coral reef. Lots of sea animals 
live on a coral reef. Beautiful starfish look for food.  There are shells, too. Sometimes 
crabs live inside them. And there are fish – hundreds and hundreds of fish. Some are 
large and some are small. Some have stripes. Some have spots. They are all the 
colours of the rainbow. 
The Great Barrier Reef is in the north east of Australia. It is more than 2,000 kilometres 
long and it is the biggest coral reef in the world. More than 350 kinds of coral grow there. 
More than 1,000 kinds of fish live in there.
The Great Barrier Reef is one of the most beautiful places in the world. If you want to 
enjoy the beauty of the coral and all the animals that live on the reef,  you can go there 
in boats with glass bottoms.

Время на 
подготовку

Время на 
ответ

Осталось 
10 секунд!

Reading task 1/7. Click to startTime is over

Предыдущее задание Следующее заданиеДосрочно закончить ответ



Task 1/8. Imagine that you are preparing a project with your friend. You have found 
some interesting material for the presentation and you want to read this text to 
your friend. You have 1.5 minutes to read the text silently, then be ready to read it 
out aloud. You will not have more than 1.5 minutes to read it.

Snorkelling is a water activity in which swimmers hold their breath and use a diving 
mask, a snorkel and fins to remain underwater for up to several minutes at a time. 
Because so little equipment is used in snorkelling, the activity is also called skin diving.
Snorkelling is an easy way to observe the aquatic environment and because it requires 
only a few simple skills, almost anyone who knows how to swim and feels comfortable in 
the water can learn how to snorkel  safely.
Snorkelling can be practiced in any body of water, but most people prefer to dive in 
oceans and seas, usually around shallow coral reefs where marine life abounds.
Many of the most popular snorkelling sites are found in the Caribbean Sea and in the 
South Pacific and Indian oceans. Every year thousands of visitors go there. They swim 
and dive in the clear blue water.

Время на 
подготовку

Время на 
ответ

Осталось 
10 секунд!

Reading task 1/8. Click to startTime is over

Предыдущее задание Следующее заданиеДосрочно закончить ответ



Время на 
подготовку

Время на 
ответ

Осталось 
10 секунд!

Task 1/9. Imagine that you are preparing a project with your friend. You have found 
some interesting material for the presentation and you want to read this text to 
your friend. You have 1.5 minutes to read the text silently, then be ready to read it 
out aloud. You will not have more than 1.5 minutes to read it.

When you hear the word “pirates”, what do you think of? Most people think of a man with 
a beard, a patch over one eye and a parrot on his shoulder. He often has a wooden leg, 
too, doesn’t he? And much of the buried treasure around the world  has been buried by 
pirates. Pirates used to chase merchant ships and rob them. Pirates are known as 
«cut-throats» because they often killed the crew with their swords. Sometimes they 
escaped with bars of silver or golden coins. Some pirate captains buried their treasure 
on far-away islands. They marked the spot with a sign or drew maps in code. Although 
there are many stories of buried treasure, very little has ever been found. In spite of this, 
people go on looking.
In fact, there are still many pirates on the seas. Using speedboats rather than sailing 
ships, and often carrying guns , pirates today attack ships. What  pirates do is called 
“piracy” and it is, of course, a serious crime.

Reading task 1/9. Click to startTime is over

Предыдущее задание Следующее заданиеДосрочно закончить ответ



Task 1/10. Imagine that you are preparing a project with your friend. You have 
found some interesting material for the presentation and you want to read this text 
to your friend. You have 1.5 minutes to read the text silently, then be ready to read 
it out aloud. You will not have more than 1.5 minutes to read it.

It’s difficult to imagine life without shoes.  Shoes are stiff-soled , protective footwear that 
enclose the whole foot. Ever since people first started to make clothes, they have tried 
many different ways of protecting their feet. Early shoes were made out of animal skins 
which people of the Stone Age in northern Europe and Asia tied around their ankles in 
cold weather. Such footwear was the likely ancestor of skin moccasins which kept 
people's feet warm in colder countries and leather open-toed sandals worn by people in 
warm countries where this was less important than in colder  countries.  In those days, 
people’s shoes were much simpler than ours are today. They didn’t have a heel and 
some shoes  had very long toes to show how important the wearer was.
Until 1790, you could not fasten your shoelaces, because they hadn’t been invented yet! 
It was in that year that an Englishman came up with the idea for the first time.

Reading task 1/10. Click to start

Время на 
подготовку

Осталось 
10 секунд!

Время на 
ответ

Time is over

Предыдущее задание Следующее заданиеДосрочно закончить ответ



Task 1/11. Imagine that you are preparing a project with your friend. You have 
found some interesting material for the presentation and you want to read this text 
to your friend. You have 1.5 minutes to read the text silently, then be ready to read 
it out aloud. You will not have more than 1.5 minutes to read it.

Earthquakes are caused by rapid movement of the Earth’s rocky outer layer. They occur 
when energy stored within the Earth suddenly releases.  This energy is transmitted to 
the surface of the Earth by earthquake waves. The study of earthquakes  and the waves 
they create is called seismology. 
The destruction an earthquake causes depends on its magnitude and duration, on the 
amount of shaking that occurs. Earthquakes vary from small, imperceptible shaking to 
large shocks felt over thousands of kilometres. They can deform the ground, make 
buildings and other structures collapse, and create tsunamis. 
Earthquakes occur at a rate of several hundred per day around the world. A worldwide 
network of seismographs detects about one million small earthquakes per year.
In the last 500 years, several million people have been killed by earthquakes around the 
world. Worldwide, earthquakes have also caused severe property and structural 
damage.
 

Время на 
подготовку

Время на 
ответ

Осталось 
10 секунд!

Reading task 1/11. Click to startTime is over

Предыдущее задание Следующее заданиеДосрочно закончить ответ



Task 1/12. Imagine that you are preparing a project with your friend. You have 
found some interesting material for the presentation and you want to read this text 
to your friend. You have 1.5 minutes to read the text silently, then be ready to read 
it out aloud. You will not have more than 1.5 minutes to read it.

Beavers live in Canada and America. Beavers live in families. Beavers eat the bark and 
soft wood of trees. In the autumn the collect branches and put them under the water.  
Because the water is cold, the branches stay fresh. Beavers  are some of the best 
builders in the animal world. They build dams across rivers and streams. The water 
makes a deep pool behind the dam and here the beavers build their homes which are 
called lodges. The lodge has water all around it and stands 1-2 metres above the water.
When the beavers build a dam they usually put one or two trees across the river. They 
put mud and stones between the branches so the water cannot go through the dam. 
Beavers have very strong jaws and very sharp teeth. It takes them only fifteen minutes 
to cut down a small tree. They are good swimmers and they can stay underwater for 
about fifteen minutes. Their back feet are webbed like the feet of a duck. This helps 
them to swim.
Beavers can hold sticks and stones with their front feet. These are not webbed but are 
like hands.

Время на 
подготовку

Осталось 
10 секунд!

Время на 
ответ

Reading task 1/12. Click to startTime is over

Предыдущее задание Следующее заданиеДосрочно закончить ответ



Task 1/13. Imagine that you are preparing a project with your friend. You have 
found some interesting material for the presentation and you want to read this text 
to your friend. You have 1.5 minutes to read the text silently, then be ready to read 
it out aloud. You will not have more than 1.5 minutes to read it.

People saw the first real films in Kinetoscope machines. You put a coin in a slot  and 
looked through a hole. You could see a film which lasted about 15 seconds.
Later, people went to the cinema to see films. The first films were black and white. They 
were silent: the actors and actresses did not speak and there was no music.  Sometimes 
a person played  the piano in the cinema while you were watching the film.
Perhaps the most famous actor in silent films was Charlie Chaplin. Everybody liked this 
little man with his black hat, old coat, baggy trousers, big old shoes and his walking stick.
Talking films started  in 1927. People thought these films were wonderful and many 
people went to the cinema to see and hear them.
The first colour film appeared in 1935. Colour films were expensive and difficult  to make 
so lots of films were still made in black and white.
The first long cartoon film was Walt Disney’s Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs. It was 
in colour with words and music. People first saw it in 1937 and you can still see it today.

Время на 
подготовку

Осталось 
10 секунд!

Время на 
ответ

Reading task 1/13. Click to startTime is over

Предыдущее задание Следующее заданиеДосрочно закончить ответ



Task 1/14. Imagine that you are preparing a project with your friend. You have 
found some interesting material for the presentation and you want to read this text 
to your friend. You have 1.5minutes to read the text silently, then be ready to read 
it out aloud. You will not have more than 1.5 minutes to read it.

One hundred years ago children had fewer toys than children today. Boys used to play 
with little metal soldiers. Girls liked dolls. If they were very lucky, children had a rocking 
horse or a doll’s house full of pretty furniture.
Children often used to play outside in the street. Wooden spinning tops were very 
popular.  They used to wind a string around the top and pull it hard. Then the top spun 
round. They used to play with hoops. They hit the hoops with sticks and the hoops rolled 
along the street. Some children had wooden scooters. They put one foot on the scooter 
and pushed themselves along with the other foot.
If they could find a rope, girls liked to skip. Hopscotch was popular with boys and girls. 
They used to draw the squares on the ground with chalk. You had to throw a stone into a 
square, hop to the stone, pick it up and hop back.
Some of these toys and games are still popular today.

Время на 
подготовку

Осталось 
10 секунд!

Время на 
ответ

Reading task 1/14. Click to startTime is over

Предыдущее задание Следующее заданиеДосрочно закончить ответ



Task 1/15. Imagine that you are preparing a project with your friend. You have 
found some interesting material for the presentation and you want to read this text 
to your friend. You have 1.5minutes to read the text silently, then be ready to read 
it out aloud. You will not have more than 1.5 minutes to read it.

People have always sent messages in different ways. Early Egyptians wrote using 
picture letters called hieroglyphs. There were over 700 of these letters. Some stood for 
whole words.
In America the first messages were smoke signals. These were good for short 
messages. American Indians also wrote using pictures. Each picture stood for a word.
People have written letters for centuries. Pigeons could carry long messages but 
pigeons couldn’t travel very far. 
Then came the first telegraph line. Two days later the Pony Express stopped. Samuel 
Morse invented a code in 1837 to carry messages. Morse code used dots  and dashes 
for letters and this code travelled along a wire.
But the telegraph has no lasted. People began to use telephones instead, and now they 
also use faxes and computers.
 

Время на 
подготовку

Осталось 
10 секунд!

Время на 
ответ

Reading task 1/15. Click to startTime is over

Предыдущее задание Следующее заданиеДосрочно закончить ответ



Task 1/16. Imagine that you are preparing a project with your friend. You have 
found some interesting material for the presentation and you want to read this text 
to your friend. You have 1.5minutes to read the text silently, then be ready to read 
it out aloud. You will not have more than 1.5 minutes to read it.

The umbrella is a device held above the head to shield a person from rain, snow or 
sunlight. Modern umbrellas typically consist of a collapsible waterproof cover stretched 
tightly over a lightweight metal frame. Covers are made of nylon or polyester. The frame 
is a set of hinged ribs that radiate out from the handle. The handles of some umbrellas 
have a telescoping mechanism to reduce their size when the umbrella is not in use. 
Many closed umbrellas are compact enough to fit into a briefcase, pocketbook or purse. 
Umbrellas first appeared in China about 3,000 years ago. In ancient  China  and Egypt, 
umbrellas were considered symbols of rank. Important people often had umbrellas, 
covered with leaves or feathers, held over them by servants for protection from the sun. 
The Greeks introduced umbrellas to Europe as sunshades about 2,000 years ago. The 
Romans used them to protect themselves against rain. After falling out of use for several 
centuries, umbrellas reappeared during the late 16th century in Italy. In the 18th century, 
umbrellas became popular with men.

Время на 
подготовку

Осталось 
10 секунд!

Время на 
ответ

Reading task 1/16. Click to startTime is over

Предыдущее задание Следующее заданиеДосрочно закончить ответ



Task 17. Imagine that you are preparing a project with your friend. You have found 
some interesting material for the presentation and you want to read this text to 
your friend. You have 1.5minutes to read the text silently, then be ready to read it 
out aloud. You will not have more than 1.5 minutes to read it.

Sweden is a land of contrasts. Sweden is stylish and modern in cities while the 
countryside offers many pleasures for those who look for peace. The land and its people 
have an air of reserved calm and still one of the best-selling pop groups ABBA which 
used to attract crowds of hysterical fans, come from Sweden.
Historically, Sweden has an interesting story. Its dealing with the outside world began, in 
fact, during Viking times, when in addition to the well-known surprise attacks of the 
nearby lands, there was much trading around the Baltic, mostly in furs and weapons. 
Swedish connections with the other Scandinavian countries, Norway and Denmark, have 
been strong since the Middle Ages. The monarchies of all three are still closely linked.
Sweden’s scenery has a gentle charm. Much of Sweden is forested and there are 
thousands of lakes which attract a lot of tourists from different countries.  Sweden can 
boast a good range of hotels, covering the full spectrum of prices and standards. Many 
of them offer discounts in the summer and at weekends during the winter.

Время на 
подготовку

Осталось 
10 секунд!

Время на 
ответ

Reading task 1/17. Click to startTime is over

Предыдущее задание Следующее заданиеДосрочно закончить ответ



Task 1/18. Imagine that you are preparing a project with your friend. You have 
found some interesting material for the presentation and you want to read this text 
to your friend. You have 1.5minutes to read the text silently, then be ready to read 
it out aloud. You will not have more than 1.5 minutes to read it.

Bubble gum is a type of chewing gum that is especially designed for blowing bubbles. It 
is usually pink in colour and has a particular flavour.
In 1928 it was invented by Walter E. Diemer who worked for the Chewing Gum 
Company in Philadelphia. In  his spare time Diemer was trying new gum recipes and by 
accident invented a different gum. It was less sticky than regular chewing gum and it 
stretched more easily.
When Walter Diemer, who was 23 years old at that time, saw the bubbles produced by 
his new gum, he saw the possibility of making money. He took the gum, which he had 
given the name Dubble Bubble, to the nearby grocery store and made a demonstration 
to the salesmen to show the extraordinary features of his gum.
The new gum was very successful and popular with customers. Although Diemer never 
received a patent for his invention, he sold the recipe to his company and became a 
senior vice president.

Время на 
подготовку

Осталось 
10 секунд!

Время на 
ответ

Reading task 1/18. Click to startTime is over

Предыдущее задание Следующее заданиеДосрочно закончить ответ



Task 1/19. Imagine that you are preparing a project with your friend. You have 
found some interesting material for the presentation and you want to read this text 
to your friend. You have 1.5minutes to read the text silently, then be ready to read 
it out aloud. You will not have more than 1.5 minutes to read it.

Crossword puzzles are the most popular word puzzles in the world. However, their 
history is really short.
They were created in the 19th century in England, but the appearance of the first 
published crossword puzzle took place in 1913 in the New York world newspaper.
The author of the puzzle was Arthur Wynne, a journalist born in Liverpool, England.
Wynne’s crossword puzzle looked much different from the crosswords used today and 
had no black squares.
At first, only the New York World published such puzzles every week. But in 1924 the 
first collection of World puzzles was printed in book form and crossword puzzles 
immediately gained popularity.
A major breakthrough in crossword puzzle  development came with the personal 
computer. Although many computer specialists used to say that it was impossible for a 
computer to create a crossword puzzle, software was developed which allows any 
person to construct their own crossword puzzles.

Время на 
подготовку

Осталось 
10 секунд!

Время на 
ответ

Reading task 1/19. Click to startTime is over

Предыдущее задание Следующее заданиеДосрочно закончить ответ



Task 1/20. Imagine that you are preparing a project with your friend. You have 
found some interesting material for the presentation and you want to read this text 
to your friend. You have 1.5minutes to read the text silently, then be ready to read 
it out aloud. You will not have more than 1.5 minutes to read it.

The solar system is a family of worlds. Nearest to the sun is Mercury, a place where the 
day is hot enough to melt some metals and the night sufficiently cold to make a rubber 
ball as brittle as glass. The planet has no atmosphere to scatter light so the sun glares 
down from a pitch black sky. Mercury is the smallest planet in the Solar System orbiting 
the Sun once every 88 days.
Venus, on the contrary, has an atmosphere so thick that no one on its surface could ever 
see the sun. Mars is famous for its redness which is due to oxidization - a sort of rusting 
process that has taken place over millions of years.
Jupiter is a giant  ice-ball surrounded by an atmosphere of poisonous gases. Saturn, 
Uranus and Neptune are giant stepping stones leading us into the unseen coldness of 
outer space. Saturn is the most distinctive planet of the three since it has the famous 
rings which almost everyone has heard about.
Beyond Neptune orbits little Pluto. Too small and too far from the sun to receive  much 
light, it reflects so little that it tells us very little about itself.

Время на 
подготовку

Осталось 
10 секунд!

Время на 
ответ

Reading task 1/20. Click to startTime is over

Предыдущее заданиеДосрочно закончить ответ



Reference Section
Reading task 1/1
ancient [‘eɪnʃənt] древний
antiquity [æn’tɪkwətɪ] древность
approximate [ə’prɒksɪmeɪt] 

приблизительный, примерный
emerge [ɪ’mɜ:dʒ] появляться,    
                          возникать 
hour [aʊə]  час

Reading task 1/3
perhaps [pə’hæps] возможно
solstice [‘sɒlstɪs]  солнцестояние
timber[‘tɪmbə] древесина 

Reading task 1/4
hummingbird [‘hʌmɪŋbɜ:d] колибри
route [ru:t] маршрут
scientist [‘saɪəntɪst] ученый
swallow [‘swɒləʊ] ласточка
swift [swɪft] стриж
weigh[weɪ] весить, иметь вес

Reading task 1/5
adult [‘ædʌlt, ə’dʌlt] взрослый
childbirth [‘tʃaɪldbɜ:θ] роды

honour [‘ɒnə] честь, чтить
obvious [‘ɒbvɪəs] очевидный,  явный
occasion [ə’keɪʒən] случай, шанс

Reading task 1/6
figure [‘fɪɡə] фигурный
throughout [θrʊ’aʊt] повсюду, везде

Reading task 1/8
abound [ə’baʊnd] изобиловать
aquatic [ə’kwætɪk] водный, водяной
breath [brɛθ] дыхание, вздох
environment[ɪn’vaɪərənmənt] окружающая среда
equipment[ɪ’kwɪpmənt] снаряжение
marine[mə’ri:n] морской 
shallow[‘ʃæləʊ] мелководный
snorkel[‘snɔ:kəl] плавать под водой с маской и
                                                                трубкой



Reading task 1/9
although [ɔ’lðəʊ] хотя
beard [bɪəd] борода
pirate [‘paɪərət]
sign[saɪn] знак
sword [sɔ:d] меч
treasure[‘trɛʒə] сокровище

Reading task 1/10
ancestor[‘ænsəstə] предок
ankle[‘æŋkl] лодыжка
enclose[ɪn’kləʊz] окружать, охватывать
idea[aɪ’dɪə] 
shoelace[‘ʃu:leɪs] шнурок

Reading task 1/11
earthquake [‘ɜ:θkweik] землетрясение
occur [ə’kɜ:] случаться, происходить
structure [‘strʌktʃə] строение, устройство
collapse [kə’læps] разрушаться

Reading task 1/12
lodge[lɒdʒ]  хатка (бобра)
through[θru:] сквозь, через

Reading task 1/13
machine[mə’ʃi:n]  устройство, механизм

Reading task 1/14
furniture[‘fɜ:nɪtʃə] мебель
soldier[‘səʊldʒə]
wind[waɪnd]  наматывать, обматывать

Reading task 1/15
hieroglyph [‘haɪərəʊɡlɪf] 
pigeon[pɪdʒən] голубь

Reading task 1/16
collapsible[kəlæpsəbl]  складной, раздвижной
hinged[hɪndʒd]  на шарнирах, откидной, 
                                                     поворотный

Reading task 1/18
chew[tʃu:] жевать 
patent[‘peɪt(ə)nt]
recipe[‘rɛsɪpɪ]
vice[vaɪs] 
giant[dʒaɪənt]
sufficiently[sə’fɪʃəntlɪ]  достаточно

Task 1/20
brittle[brɪtl] хрупкий, ломкий
enough[ɪ’nʌf] достаточно
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