


‘JAPAN

® Capital - Tokyo

® Population - 126.4 million

® Area - 377,864 sq km

® Major language - Japanese
® Major religions - Shintoism, Buddhism

® Life expectancy - 81 years (men),

e

/ 87 years (women)
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considerable. It is a major aid donor,

and a source of global capital and credit.
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> artificial islands such

ternational Airport in Ise Bay,

rnatidnal Airport in the middle ‘of

Osaka Bay, Yokohama Hakkeijima Sea Paradise

and Wakayama Marina City.
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e main rainy season begins in early May in e

Okinawa, and the rain front gradually moves north
until reaching Hokkaido in late July. In late summér o

and early autumn, typhoons often bring heavy
rain.
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yeriod of history, all family
O

\bers have been expected to contribute

to the perpetuation of the family, whichis / _

held to be the highest duty of the member /

O
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jcceed to the

age. He assumes the

heqdhip :

ey have become aged. In

addition, he is responsible for the support of bokei member and directs the
labor of family members in the management of the household. Couples in

successive generations live together under the same roof.







ntify with both religions or

prqc’ric bof _
describe themselves as non-religio “spiritual, déspi’re participating in religious
ceremonies as a cultural tradition. Nevertheless, the level of participation remains high
especially during festivals and occasions such as the first shrine visit of the New Year.

/]aoism and Confucianism from China have also influenced Japanese beliefs and customs.
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SR,

starting in 1549,

em living in the western
O part of the col | ns originally related to Christianity
(including Western style weddings, Valentine's Day and Christmas) have become

popular as secular customs among many Japanese.
\ / 2

Today,

®[slam in Japan is estimated to constitute about 80—-90% of foreign born migrants /

and their children.
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MIDDLE

®* More than 99% Ipanese as their first language.

Japanese writing uses dn (Chinee characters) and two sets of kana 0O

(syllabaries based on cursive script and radical of kaniji), as well as the Latin

\ alphabet and Arabic numerals. Public and private schools generally require
students to take Japanese language classes as well as English language /

/ courses. fl“
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Besides Japanese, the Ryukyuan languages (Amami, Kunigami, Okinawan, Miyako, Yaeyamaq,
Q Yonaguni), also part of the Japonic language family, are spoken in the Ryukyu Islands chain.
"’ Few children learn these languages, but in recent years the local governments have sought to|
mincreqse awareness of the traditional languages. The Okinawan Japanese dialect is alse” -
] /mspoken in the region. The Ainu language is moribund, with only a few elderly native speakers |

I r;fﬁdining in Hokkaido.
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baseball - have big auc red TV
are not widely shown, but Western influences are
L apparent in domestic TV fare.
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®* Newspapers are influential and highly trusted. National dailies sell in their millions, boosted

by afternoon and evening editions. Some charge for online access.

Y Journalists "find it hard to fully play their role as democracy's watchdog because of the

/

1] influence of tradition and business interests”, says Reporters Without Borders (RSF). But in

recent years, online media and weekly news magazines have adopted a more aggressive
form of political reporting, More than 118 million people were online by the end of 2018,

comprising 23.5% of the population (InternetWorldStats).
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~ °®Line, co-developed by Japan and Koreaq, is by far the leading social and messaging
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~ application. YouTube, Twitter




mercial

® _ eec -based Radio 1,

o 2, classical music-based FM Radio,

News c adio Japan

®* Kyodo - English-language pages — Inter FM - Tokyo commercial music station
® ® Japan Today - online news, in English J-Wave - Tokyo commercial music station
/ Tokyo FM - Tokyo commercial network







