


: r
Norfol : ?a’nd takes place in a framework of a parliamentary
ative dem ratic entity. Norfolk Island is the only non-mainland
.Ag@tr alian terri ry to have achieved self—governance The Norfolk Island Act
1979, passed by the Parliament of Australia in 1979, is the Act under which the

and is governed.

v, In amove that apparently surpmi islanders the Chief Minister of

: 1k Island David Buffett announced on 6 November 2010 that the island
would voluntarily surrender its tax free status in return for a financial bailout
from the federal government to cover significant debts.

It was announced on 19 March 2015 that self-governance for the island would be
revoked by the Commonwealth and replaced by a local council with the state of
New South Wales providing services to the island. A reason given was that the
island had never gained self-sufficiency and was being heavily subsidised by the
Commonwealth, by $12.5 million in 2015 alone. It meant residents would have to
start paying Australian income tax, but they would also be covered by Australian
welfare schemes such as Medicare.
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onsulted at referendum or
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= -,%overnance for Norfolk Island

~f  before such changes are acted upon
= by the Australian parliament."

The outcome of the referendum
echoed a resounding 'Yes' with 68%
of the vote confirming that Norfolk
Islanders should have the right to
* _ determine their political an
wcultural development freely and
Mot have it imposed upon them.
The Norfolk Island Chief Minister
said that "the referendum results
blow a hole in Canberra's assertion
that the reforms introduced before
the Australian Parliament that
propose abolishing the Legislative
Assembly and Norfolk Island
Parliament were overwhelmingl
§u pggted by the people of Norfolk
sland".
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The Norfolk Islan d Legis 20

Parliamemt 4 May 2015 (Assented on 5) abolishing
self-gover folk Island and transferring Norfolk Island into a
council as part of New South Wales law. From 1 July 2016 Norfolk Island
legislation will be transferred to New South Wales and subject to NSW
legislation.

From 1 July 2016, the Norfolk Island Regional Council was established to
govern Norfolk Island at the local level as a local government area subject
to the laws of New South Wales.
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Executive branch
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ictoria granted permission to Pitcairn

| rs+to re-settle.on the is “*I‘ d. These

- . views have been repeatedly re]ected by
,_,r ﬁ. _ the Austrahan parliament's joint

L Z 3 e on territories, most recently n
# - ‘and were also re jected by the High
- Court of Australia in Berwick Ltd v Gray.
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+ . 1o Disagreements over the island's
, -‘\ relationship with Australia have been put
- 'insharper relief by a 2006 review
il undertaken by the Australian
~  _wgovernment. Under the more radical of
wo proposed models proposed as a result

« of the review, the island's egislative

ass would be reduced to the status

al council.
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Relationship with Australia
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The election for the inau orfolk
Island Reg#01 ouncil occurred on 28
May 2016, 1 uncil taking

office on 1 Jul . Three of the five
councilors elected supported
self-determination.

Changes from July 2016
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business income and

Centrelink and Medicare

“ )vﬂl apply to Norfolk Island.

Tn addition, flights between
mainland Australia and
Norfolk Island became
classified as domestic not
international meaning a
passport was no longer

w required by visiting
PAustralian citizens. Despite
New South Wales laws being
applied on Norfolk Island,
residents are not eligible to
vote in New South Wales
elections.
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ﬂs a terrltory q tma N orfolk Island does not have
matic re[frésentaﬁon abroad or within the territory. It

is howe%miu.ll pagticipant in the Commonwealth
Parha@ary Assoclatlon (an international organisation)

and 2 membéx in its owrskight of a number of international
WHISMIIOHS (e.g.

onwealth Games).
Foreign relations
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