TOWER OF THE WINDS



The Tower of the Winds in Athens is an
outstanding architectural monument of late
Greek antiquity. For a long time, its study
was mandatory for future architects in the
Academies of Arts in many European
countries[2]. The octagonal tower, or octogon,
is set on a three-stage podium. Its edges are
oriented to the cardinal points. The tower
served as a sundial[1]. In antiquity, the marble
pyramidal roof was crowned with a weather
vane in the form of a Triton blowing a trumpet
(not preserved). A frieze encircling the upper
part of the tower has been preserved with
allegorical images of eight winds blowing from
the side to which each side of the octogon
faces - Borea (northern), Kekia (northeast),
Apeliot (east), Evra (southeast), Nota (
southern), Lipsa (southwestern), Zephyra
(western) and Skirona (northwestern).










