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What is a high school art 
sketchbook?

A sketchbook is a creative document that contains 
both written and visual material. A sketchbook 
provides a place to think through the making 
process: researching, brainstorming, experimenting, 
testing, analyzing and refining compositions. The 
sketchbook is an important part of many visual art 
courses.



What should a sketchbook 
contain?

Original drawings, paintings, 
prints, photographs, or 
designs
Fill the sketchbook with your own 
visual material – particularly that 
which is exploratory, incomplete 
and experimental (as opposed to 
finished illustrations). 

Images should support the theme 
of the project and should not 
depict a random collection of 
unrelated subject matter.



Examples of great art 
sketchbooks
 These exemplars 
cover a wide range of 
presentation 
techniques and layout 
styles. It is worth 
remembering that 
these represent only a 
fraction of what is 
possible.
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«Your sketchbook can be a 
straightforward, ordered presentation of 
your work, research, and insights: Let your 
images do the impressing. Overly designed 
pages can often take too long and be a 
distraction to the viewer.» 

– Chris Francis, Senior Leader Teacher of Art & 
Photography, St. Peter’s Catholic School, Bournemouth, UK


