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A2 Unit 5 - past continuous
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The past continuous

Let's look at:
1. When we use the past continuous.
2. The past continuous versus the past simple.

3.  How we make sentences in the past continuous.
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When do we use it?




1. Function: When do we use it?

| called you last night at _ ,
10 o’clock, but you didn't | was sleeping at 10 o'clock

when you called me, sorry! |

answer. What were you :
was very tired.

doing?

Yes, so it
was in
progress.

The
past.

During.
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Function: When do we use the past

continuous?
// he boy started

1. For actions in progress at a specific time in the past.. = o0

o'clock and continued

sleeping after 10

o'clock. It was in

progress. It wasn't

completed at this
pecific time.

This is a specific time in the past.
| was sleeping at 10 o'clock. Other examples are time

expressions like this morning, last
night.

2. For actions in progress when another action
happened in the past.

: : D We use the linking word when
Notice how this action is in

to connect the two parts of
the sentence.

| was sleeping when you called.

the past simple.
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2. Function: When do we use it?

The past
continuous.
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[Reading a book:] It was a cold dark night and it was
raining outside. The trees were moving in the wind and

the animals were hiding from the cold.
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The
past
simple.

It is setting
the scene.



Function: When do we use the past
continuous?
he boy started

1. For actions in progress at a specific time in the past /= =

o'clock and continued

sleeping after 10

o'clock. It was in

progress. It wasn't

completed at this
pecific time.

This is a specific time in the past.
| was sleeping at 10 o’clock. Other examples are time

expressions like this morning, last
night.

2. For actions in progress when another action
happened in the past.

We use the linking word when
to connect the two parts of
the sentence.

Notice how this action is in

| was sleeping when you called.
PIng y the past simple.

2. To set the scene in a story in the past.

How do we make

It was raining outside. The trees were moving in the We usually use the past sentences in the

wind and the animals were hiding from the cold.

simple with the main events. past continuous?
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Form: How do we make sentences? ~

positive

eg. It was raining. qu.
subjec

subjec [ subiec
negative

e.g. What were you doing?
Csubject
e.g. Was playing golf?

he
o be past
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Form: How do we make sentences? ~

e.g. It was raining.

uvicc N e s was you

he/she/it was,
we were, you

(pl) were

: they were
eg. | wasn't working.

| sublec t0 be (past

e.g. What were 0|ng7 e.g. Yes,

e W laying golf
T T
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Form: How do we make sentences? ~

e.g. It was raining.
subject mmm)
I was
you were
he/she/it  was
eg. | wasn't working. we were

m not to be (past) you (pl.) were
‘\ they were

e.g. What were 0|ng7 e.g. Yes

_qu.word [l to be (past) m wasrt
e.g. Was playing golf?

(past)
T T

Let's practise!
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Practice activities

Correct the errors.

was singing
My brother Singing in a competition last night.

—

were you
2. What yeu-were doing when | saw you yesterday?

was cooking arrived
3. | ceeked when you were-arrivirg.

were
4. My best friend and her father was travelling when they met a really famous actor.

were
5. Itwas 4pm. My friends was walking home from school.

wasn’t
6. Diana dign't doing her homework when | called her.
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