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The “science” of breeding
“better” humans.

Take decisions about
reproduction out of the
hands of individuals

Positive and negative
eugenics




Sir Francis Galton

- Inspired by Darwin’s Origin of Species

- Believed societies in favor of spending
resources on the weak were in opposition to
natural selection

= Elitist, believing strongly that some people
were both mentally and physically superior to
others

. = Thought we should make “enhanced” humans

by essentially speeding up evolution

= His approach to eugenics was based upon
social statistics






REFORM EUGENICS
IMPROVEMENT OF GENETIC QUALITIES OF POPULATIONS
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POSITIVE EUGENICS NEGATIVE EUGENICS
Encourage breeding of those Discourage or prevent
with desirable characms//

Reproduction by Birth of
“the unfit” “the unfit”
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“HEREDITY CLINIC” Abortion

Institutionalization
Contraception






Genetic Testing
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TO PROVE EUGENIC CERTIFICATION
(POSTNATAL GENETIC TESTING)
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NEGATIVE IMPACT
Darwin - Descent

“Man scans with scrupulous care the character and
pedigree of his horses, cattle, and dogs before he
matches them; but when he comes to his own
marriage he rarely, or never, takes any such care. ...
Both sexes ought to refrain from marriage if they
are in any marked degree inferior in body or mind;
but such hopes are Utopian and will never be even
partially realised until the laws of inheritance are
thoroughly known. Everyone does good service,
who aids towards this end.”



Negative Eugenics = Selective Breeding

Eugenicists discouraged reproduction of the "unfit”
(the ‘bad’ genes)including criminals, alcoholics,
psychotics, mentally and physically disabled,
paupers, and those in poor physical health.

Eugenicists argued that many social problems could
be eliminated by discouraging or preventing
reproduction of individuals deemed genetically
unfit.
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