
SCOTT OF THE ANTARCTIC, A BRITISH POLAR 
EXPLORER



ANTARCTICA SATELLITE VIEW
THE ANTARCTIC CONTINENT IS LOCATED IN THE SOUTH OF POLE OF OUR PLANET. ITS GEOGRAPHY, 

CLIMATE AND BIOLOGICAL CONDITIONS PROVIDE A UNIQUE ENVIRONMENT.



ANTARCTICA HAS THE LOWEST TEMPERATURES IN OUR PLANET REACHING MINUS 70 DEGREES СELCIUS 
WITH WINDS OF 301,8 KM PER HOUR. CONTAINING 90% OF THE PLANET’S ICE IT’S THE MAJOR RESERVE 

OF FRESH WATER ON EARTH. ABOUT 99% OF ANTARCTICA IS COVERED WITH ICE AT AN AVERAGE 
THICKNESS OF 26,028 M REACHING IN SOME PLACES AS DEEP AS 51,407 M. 

THE ANTARCTIC CONTINENT FUNCTIONS AS ONE OF EARTH’S “REFRIGERATORS” REGULATING THE OCEANIC 
CURRENTS AND THE WORLD’S CLIMATE. 



IN SPITE OF THE SEVERE WEATHER ANTARCTICA HAS RICH ANIMAL LIFE AMAZINGLY WELL ADAPTED TO THE 
HARSH CONDITIONS.



SCOTT OF THE ANTARCTIC

• DO YOU KNOW WHAT “CENTENARY” MEANS? IT MEANS THE 100-YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF SOMETHING. 

THIS WEEK IS THE CENTENARY OF THE ARRIVAL AT THE SOUTH POLE OF THE FIRST BRITISH EXPLORERS , LED 

BY CAPTAIN ROBERT SCOTT.

• THE ENGLISH WORD “ARCTIC” MEANS THE AREA OF THE WORLD AROUND THE NORTH POLE. THE ARCTIC IS 

NOT LAND, BUT SEA – FROZEN SEA. HOWEVER, THE SOUTH POLE IS IN THE CENTRE OF AN ICY CONTINENT, 

ANTARCTICA, AND 100 YEARS AGO ANTARCTICA WAS STILL LARGELY UNKNOWN. THERE HAD BEEN 

EXPEDITIONS TO EXPLORE SOME OF THE COASTAL AREAS, AND SOME OF THESE EXPEDITIONS HAD 

VENTURED INLAND. BUT THE CENTRE OF THE CONTINENT, AND THE SOUTH POLE ITSELF, WAS UNEXPLORED. 

NO-ONE HAD EVER BEEN THERE.

• ROBERT SCOTT WAS BORN IN 1868. HE JOINED THE ROYAL NAVY AT THE AGE OF 13. OVER THE YEARS, HE 

ROSE IN RANK, AND BECAME AN EXPERT IN NAVAL TORPEDOES. IN 1899, HE HEARD THAT THE ROYAL 

GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY IN LONDON PLANNED TO SEND AN EXPEDITION TO ANTARCTICA. ALTHOUGH HE 

HAD NO PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE OF ANTARCTICA, HE WAS ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT THE CHALLENGES OF THE 

EXPEDITION, AND HE VOLUNTEERED TO LEAD IT.



• THE EXPEDITION LEFT FOR ANTARCTICA IN JULY 1901, AND SPENT TWO YEARS IN THE FROZEN 

CONTINENT. IT DID SOME VERY USEFUL SCIENTIFIC WORK, AND A GROUP LED BY SCOTT TRAVELLED FAR 

INTO THE INTERIOR OF ANTARCTICA, TO A POINT ONLY 750 KILOMETRES FROM THE SOUTH POLE ITSELF. 

BUT THE EXTREME COLD FORCED THE PARTY TO TURN BACK, AND THEY RETURNED TO THEIR BASE A MONTH 

LATER ILL AND EXHAUSTED. THE EXPEDITION HAD COME TO ANTARCTICA WITH VERY LITTLE EXPERIENCE OF 

COLD CLIMATES. THE EXPLORERS HAD TO LEARN HOW BEST TO TRAVEL OVER THE ICE AND SNOW. THEY 

HAD BROUGHT DOGS WITH THEM TO PULL THEIR SLEDGES, BUT THEY DID NOT UNDERSTAND HOW TO USE 

THE DOGS EFFECTIVELY. SCOTT CONCLUDED THAT, ALTHOUGH DOG SLEDGES COULD BE USEFUL, THE 

ONLY WAY THAT MEN COULD REACH THE SOUTH POLE WAS ON FOOT, PULLING SLEDGES CONTAINING 

FOOD AND TENTS BEHIND THEM 

• THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT THEN DECIDED THAT SCOTT’S EXPEDITION IN ANTARCTICA WAS COSTING THEM 

TOO MUCH MONEY, SO TWO SHIPS WERE SENT OUT IN 1903 TO BRING THE EXPLORERS BACK TO 

BRITAIN. SCOTT RETURNED HOME A POPULAR HERO. HE WAS PROMOTED TO THE RANK OF CAPTAIN, AND 

WAS INVITED TO VISIT THE KING. HE QUICKLY DECIDED TO MAKE A SECOND EXPEDITION TO ANTARCTICA, 

AND THAT THIS TIME HE WOULD REACH THE POLE. IT TOOK A LONG TIME, HOWEVER, TO FIND THE MONEY 

FOR THE EXPEDITION, AND A SUITABLE SHIP, AND TO RECRUIT THE RIGHT PEOPLE TO GO WITH HIM

• SCOTT’S SECOND ANTARCTIC EXPEDITION SET OUT IN 1910. THINGS DID NOT GO WELL. ON THE WAY TO 

ANTARCTICA, SCOTT RECEIVED NEWS THAT THE NORWEGIAN EXPLORER ROALD AMUNDSEN WAS ALSO 

ON HIS WAY TO THE SOUTH POLE. SCOTT’S SHIP, THE TERRA NOVA, BECAME STUCK IN THE ICE FOR 3 

WEEKS BEFORE IT COULD REACH LAND. HE HAD BROUGHT PONIES AND MOTORISED SLEDGES WITH HIM 

TO TRANSPORT MEN AND SUPPLIES, AND A FEW DOGS. ONE OF THE MOTORISED SLEDGES FELL INTO THE 

SEA, AS DID SEVERAL OF THE PONIES. THE PONIES PROVED TO BE NOT VERY USEFUL. SOME OF THEM DIED, 

AND OTHERS HAD TO BE SHOT. SCOTT WAS NOW CONVINCED THAT HE WAS RIGHT – THE ONLY WAY TO 

TRAVEL TO THE SOUTH POLE WAS TO WALK.



• IN NOVEMBER 1911, THE JOURNEY SOUTH BEGAN. OVER TWO MONTHS LATER, ON 17 JANUARY 1912, SCOTT AND FOUR 
OTHERS AT LAST REACHED THE SOUTH POLE. THEY FOUND A TENT, AND A NORWEGIAN FLAG. AMUNDSEN HAD BEATEN 
THEM. HE HAD REACHED THE POLE 5 WEEKS EARLIER. SCOTT’S PARTY WERE HEARTBROKEN AS THEY TURNED TO GO BACK 
TO THEIR BASE, 1300 KILOMETRES AWAY. THE WEATHER GOT WORSE AND WORSE, AND THEIR SUPPLIES OF FOOD RAN 
LOW. COLD AND HUNGER SAPPED THEIR STRENGTH. TWO MEMBERS OF THE PARTY DIED ON THE JOURNEY. THE REMAINING 
THREE MEN SET UP CAMP ONLY 18 KM FROM A DEPOT WHERE THE EXPEDITION HAD LEFT FOOD AND OTHER SUPPLIES FOR 
THEM. THEY GOT NO FURTHER, AND ALL THREE DIED OF COLD ON ABOUT 29 MARCH.

• WHY DID AMUNDSEN WIN THE RACE TO THE POLE? THE MAIN REASON WAS THAT HE HAD PREVIOUSLY LED AN EXPEDITION 
TO FIND A SEA ROUTE THROUGH THE NORTH-WEST PASSAGE, THE FROZEN SEA TO THE NORTH OF CANADA. HE HAD 
LEARNED FROM THE INUIT PEOPLE OF NORTHERN CANADA THAT CLOTHES MADE OF ANIMAL SKINS WERE THE ONLY WAY 
TO KEEP WARM IN VERY COLD CLIMATES. HE ALSO LEARNED HOW TO USE DOGS TO PULL SLEDGES, AND THE WHOLE OF 
HIS JOURNEY TO THE SOUTH POLE WAS ACCOMPLISHED WITH DOGS. SCOTT HAD BEEN WRONG TO THINK THAT THE 
ONLY WAY WAS TO WALK.

• NONETHELESS, ROBERT SCOTT REMAINED A VERY POPULAR NATIONAL HERO IN BRITAIN FOR MANY DECADES. NOWADAYS, 
EXPERTS ARE MORE CRITICAL OF SCOTT’S FAILINGS, AND ABOUT SOME OF THE DECISIONS HE TOOK. BUT HIS COURAGE, 
AND THE COURAGE OF HIS FELLOW EXPLORERS, IS BEYOND DOUBT. WE LOVE BRAVE, FEARLESS HEROES IN ENGLAND, 
PARTICULARLY HEROES WHO FAIL. OUR NATIONAL FOOTBALL TEAM, AND OUR TENNIS PLAYERS, ARE JUST LIKE SCOTT – 
BRAVE, THE BEST IN THE WORLD, EXCEPT THAT THEY DON’T WIN.



• WRITE DOWN ALL PASSIVE VOICE FORMS FROM THE TEXT

• MAKE UP THE SENTENCES WITH THEM.

• READ THE SENTENCES AND SAY TRUE OR FALSE.

 1. ROBERT SCOTT IS A NORWEGIAN EXPLORER.

 2. HE JOINED THE ROYAL NAVY AT THE AGE OF 15.

 3. THE EXPEDITION LEFT FOR ANTARCTICA IN JULY 1903.

 4. SCOTT RETURNED HOME AN UNPOPULAR HERO.

 5. ROBERT SCOTT DID  NOT REACH THE SOUTH POLE FIRST.



ANSWERS

• WRITE DOWN ALL PASSIVE VOICE FORMS FROM THE TEXT:

WAS UNKNOWN, WAS UNEXPLORED, WAS BORN, WERE SENT, WAS PROMOTED, WAS INVITED, WAS 

CONVINCED, WERE HEARTBROKEN, WAS ACCOMPLISHED.

• READ THE SENTENCES AND SAY TRUE OR FALSE

 1 F, 2 F, 3 F, 4F, 5 T.


