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Case Study

The Japanese bulk carrier Wakashio ran aground in Mauritius in the Indian Ocean, resulting in the
leakage of 1000 tons of crude oil

eThe crew of Wakashio revealed during the investigation by the authorities that the ship was
celebrating the crew's birthday before hitting the reef on the evening of July 25. In order to connect
Wi Fi Internet, the ship approached the land. This series of actions may lead to the ship's deviation
from the route and then hit the reef.

eThe Wakashio was loaded with nearly 4200 tons of fuel oil, including 3984 tons of low sulfur fuel oil,
207 tons of diesel oil and 90 tons of lubricating oil. The ship began to leak fuel at 8:00 local time on
August 6, and there was a crack in the fuel tank on the starboard side of the engine room. It is
estimated that at least 1000 tons of fuel have leaked into the nearby sea area so far. Affected by the
oil spill, the Mauritian government declared a "state of environmental emergency" on August 7.

e \Wakashio had previously unloaded in Jiangsu Province, China and left the port for Brazil on July 4.
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Maritime risk

1. Stranding: it refers to that the ship and the seabed, shoals and embankments strike the reef
under unexpected circumstances and stay for a period of time, so that the ship can not continue
to travel to complete the transportation task. However, grounding caused by regular tide
fluctuation does not belong to the category of insurance grounding.

2. Encountering rocks: it means that the cargo ship touches rocks or other obstacles in the water
(including sunken ships).

3. Sinking: it means that all or most of the hull has sunk below the water surface and has lost the
ability to continue navigation. If the hull is partially submerged but still capable of navigation, it
shall not be regarded as



Maritime risk

4. Collision: refers to the violent contact between the ship and the ship or other fixed and
flowing fixtures. For example, ships collide with icebergs, bridges, docks, lights, etc.

5. Fire: refers to the fire and burning of the ship itself, its equipment and transported goods.

6. Explosion: refers to the explosion of boiler or other machinery and equipment on board and
the explosion caused by chemical reaction of goods on board due to the influence of climatic
conditions (such as temperature).

7. Missing: a ship is considered missing if it loses contact during navigation, has no information,
and has no whereabouts or information after a certain period of time.
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