The Death of
Johanmnesburg




* lllustrating the collapse and physical destruction of
Johannesburg in the "New South Africa" -- the things that
tourists are NOT told about.

This is What Remains of the Wits Drill Hall....

When the Queen of England visited South Africa in 1947,
the official reception for her was held at the Wits Drill Hall,
95 Anderson Street .

For decades, the Wits Drill Hall was a famous venue and
even a tourist attraction in central Johannesburg .
The following pictures and commentary: “95 Anderson Str,
Joburg CBD has been like this for a at least a year. The
Council has been informed and told us that they will be
using it for Emergency Services but it's still standing (or
barely).”
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 Bree Street, Johannesburg, Where Gold (Used) to Lie
in the Street, Now, it's Just Rubbish

 Bree Street is one of the main thoroughfares running
through the city centre of Johannesburg, from east
to west. It runs right through the CBD, and used to
be one of the major economic centre's, as well as
being a residential area.

 Today, as you can see, it is a slum, another
shattered, filthy, ruined monument to the "New South
Africa ."


















A Visit to Yeoville






 Yeoville was one of the ‘trendiest’ places in
Johannesburg . Its main thoroughfare, Rockey
Street, was the place for a very late night out, and
here one could find an eclectic mix of exotic shops,
dining establishments, clubs and who knows what
all else, if you really looked.

And today? Well, let's let the pictures do the talking.
My visit to Yeoville:



Corner of Raymond and Rockey Streets, Yeoville. This used
to be quite a famous restaurant, | can't recall its name
offhand, but | am sure it was Mama's.
















The BP Garage on the north corner of the major Rockey and
Bezuidenhout Street intersection. One of two petrol stations
in Rockey Road , both closed down due to being
continuously robbed out of business. It was confirmed that
the last owner of this petrol station was shot dead with an
AK-47 during a robbery. The station was just abandoned,
hence the pump's pipes hang loosely there, normally BP
would take their stuff away.

(Next slide)






A typical gutted house, corner of Muller and Bezuidenhout
Streets. Even the roof has been stolen.






Inhabited house, lower Rockey Street , towards Observatory.
ALL of the houses here look like this. | recall that the chief
photographer for Associated Press in 1990 telling me how

happy he was to be buying a house here, and he looked at me

all funny when | told him | didn't think it was a good idea. Like
all “good” liberals, he has probably since voted with his feet.
(next slide)
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The Highpoint apartment block: back in the 1980s, it was the
place to stay -- if you had an apartment there, you really had
arrived. Very popular with the rich students at Wits University
, It was...
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Apartments, Berea,
north eastern
Johannesburg







The Ruins of Johannesburg . .
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The View From the Gauteng Legislature Building

It's a funny thing, the New South Africa . After taking over the
old Johannesburg City Hall complex and turning it into the
legislative assembly for the new 'Gauteng’ province
(essentially the old Witwatersrand region), presumably to
make it pride of place for the province, they seemed to have
forgotten what is all around them.. When one stands directly
in front of the Legislature building, this is the view one has to
the north (note the flagpoles!)
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Joubert Park
Joubert Park was one of the first open spaces for
Johannesburg's inner city, proclaimed in 1906 but planned in
1887 and named after Boer War hero, Commandant-General
PJ Joubert. It used to be a place where the city council put up
Christmas lights, where choirs would sing Christmas carols .
. . nowadays it's just a slum with squatters living there...
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And then what it looks like today:
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All pictures taken from the Twist Street side.
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The Vanishing Impala



Oppenheimer Park, situated between President and Pritchard
Streets, was a pleasant green spot in between the high rise
commercial blocks of the old Johannesburg . Its central
feature was a fountain, over which leapt a stunning piece of
sculpture: a series of Impala, all linked. The statue was so
marvelous that it was a tourist attraction in the official guides
to Johannesburg .






By the late 1990s, Oppenheimer Park had been trashed by the
New South Africa . Bits of the statue were stolen by being
hack sawed off, probably to be sold as scrap metal. Finally,
the inevitable happened, and the entire statue was stolen,
hacked off its pedestal. On the pictures below, the original
mountings can still be seen. The council has placed a table
where the statues and fountain used to be.
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